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MEMORANDUM - 3 -	 July 9, 2009 

RE:	 General Plan Policy recommendations 
to implement the City/County Arroyo Committee 
Recommendations 

LU 8.4 (pg. LU-28 - Open Space, Habitat & Nat. Resource Preservation) - Allow development 
clustering and/or density transfers in order to preserve open space, natural resources, and/or 
biologically sensitive resources. (All, 9) 

OS 5.7 (pg. OS-13 - Floodplain and Riparian Area Management) - Where land is prohibited from 
development due to its retention as natural floodways, floodplains and water COillses, incentives 
should be available to the owner of the land including density transfer and other mechanisms as may 
be adopted. These incentives will be provided for the purpose of encouraging the preservation of 
natural water courses without creating undue hardship on the owner of properties following these 
policies. (AI 60) 

LU 11.1 (b) (pg. LU-30 - Hillside Development & Slope) - Allow development clustering to retain 
slopes in natural open space whenever possible. 

Watercourse Definition (pg. OS-12) - "Watercourse is defined as any natural stream, river, creek, 
waterway, gully, ravine or wash in which water flows in a definite direction or course, either 
continuously or intermittently, and has a definite channel, bed and banks. A watercourse also 
includes any vegetation along the banks as well as any adjacent areas that are inundated or saturated 
by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal 
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil 
conditions including swamps, marshes, and bogs." 

CCAC Recommendation No.4: Model Setback Policy 
The GP currently has a couple of model setback policies in the riparian and wetland areas. It also 
includes a buffer zone for developments directly adjacent to forests. The following policies can be 
altered to include arroyos; however, the identification of arroyos would be dependent again on the 
creation and/or adoption of the GIS Watercourse Layer. 

LU 6.7 (pg LU-26 - Land Use Compatibility) - Buffer and/or maintain a natural edge for proposed 
development directly adjacent to national forests. 

OS 5.3 (c) (pg. OS-12 - Floodplain and Riparian Area Management) - Based upon site specific 
study, all development shall be set back from the floodway boundary a distance adequate to address 
the following issues: c. riparian or wetland buffer 

OS 20.1 (pg. OS-44 - Open Space) - Preserve and maintain open space that protects County 
environmental resources and maximizes public health and safety in areas where significant 
environmental hazards and resources exist. 

CCAC Recommendation No.5: Setback to Golf Courses 
This is similar to Recommendation No.4. The following policies can be altered to include a setback 
requirement to the Golf Courses. 
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RE:	 General Plan Policy recommendations 
to implement the City/County Arroyo Committee 
Recommendations 

Open Space-Recreation (OS-R) (pg. LU-51) - The Open Space-Recreation land use designation 
allows for active and passive recreational uses such as parks, trails, camp grounds, athletic fields, golf 
courses, and off-road vehicle parks. Ancillary structures may be permitted for recreational 
opportunities. Actual building or structure size, siting and design will be determined on a case by 
case basis. 

Commercial Tourist (CT) (pg. LU-58) - The Commercial Tourist land use designation allows for 
tourist-related commercial uses such as hotels, golf courses, recreation and amusement facilities. 
Commercial Tourist uses will be permitted based on their compatibility with surrounding land uses. 
Floor area ratios range from 0.2 to 0.35. 

CCAC Recommendation No.6: Associating Slope, Lot Size, and Setback Distance 
A new Land Use Designation will need to be created in the following figures and tables for 
watercourses with minimum lot sizes and setbacks. 

Figure LU-5 (pg. LU-39) 
Table LU-4 (pg. LU-41) 

CCAC Recommendation No.7: Design Guidelines for Bridging Systems 
N/A 

CCAC Recommendation No.8: Conservation Easements and Conservation Lots 
The GP does have conservation zones in the Open Space policies. It is again necessary to either 
modify the policies and definitions below to include the arroyos. A clear definition of the natural 
watercourses, water features and natural resources would help implement this recommendation. 

OS 5.5 (pg. OS-12 - Floodplain and Riparian Area Management) - New development shall preserve 
and enhance existing native riparian habitat and prevent obstruction of natural watercourses. 
Incentives shall be utilized to the maximum extent possible. (AI 25, 60) 

Open Space (pg. OS-44) - Policies under OS 20. 

LU 8.1 (pg. LU-28) - Provide for permanent preservation of open space lands that contain important 
natural resources, hazards, water features, watercourses and scenic and recreational values. 

Watercourse Definition (pg. OS-12) 

Watercourse Definition (pg. LU-28) 

CCAC Recommendation No.9: Water Quality Protection 
Ordinance 754 covers the water quality protection. The GP has a pollutant discharge policy under the 
Open Space element but it does not currently have a policy to implement dual purpose facilities for 
water quality and recreationallflood control. 
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to implement the City/County Arroyo Committee 
Recommendations 

OS 3.3 (pg. OS-10 - Water Quality) - Minimize pollutant discharge into storm drainage systems and 
natural drainage and aquifers. (AI 3) 

CCAC Recommendation No. 10: ArroyoslWatercourses as Neighborhood Amenities 
This recommendation is also dependent on the adoption/creation of the Watercourse Layer to identify 
the arroyos. One policy in the Open Space element encourages the protection of significant 
resources. The neighborhood amenities proposal can be incorporated under this element. 

OS 18.2 (pg. OS-36 - Environmentally Sensitive Lands) - Provide incentives to landowners that will 
encourage the protection of significant resources in the County beyond the preservation and/or 
conservation required to mitigate project impacts. 

CCAC Recommendation No. 11: Storm Water Management and Runoff Reduction as a Design 
Element 
Ordinance 754 covers the water quality protection. Developments are already required to propose a 
WQMP in the County of Riverside. The Flood Control District is also working on the update of the 
BMP Handbook. 

OS 2.2 (pg. OS-9 - Water Conservation) - Where feasible, decrease stormwater runoff by reducing 
pavement in development areas, and by design practices such as permeable parking bays and porous 
parking lots with bermed storage areas for rainwater detention. (AI 57, 62) 

CCAC Recommendation No. 12: Restrict Use of Septic Systems on the Slopes of Arroyos and 
Watercourses, Outside of Graded Pads 
Add a policy to restrict use of septic systems under the following land use element policies: 

LU 17.2 (pg. LU-49 - Rural Area Plan LU Designations) - Require that adequate and available 
circulation facilities, water resources, sewer facilities and/or septic capacity exist to meet the 
demands of the proposed land use. (AI 3) 

LU 20.3 (pg. LU-52 - Open Space-Rural) - Require that adequate and available circulation facilities, 
water resources, sewer facilities and/or septic capacity exist to meet the demands of the proposed 
land use. (AI 3) 

CCAC Recommendation No. 13: Restrict New Sewage Pump Stations Adjacent to Watercourse 
N/A. 

CCAC Recommendation No. 14: Restrict Fencing in Arroyos and Watercourse Channels 
Although the current Ordinance 458 (458.13) contains a section where fences are not allowed in 
floodways, Special Flood Hazard Areas, and floodplains for the 100 year flood event, the GP does 
not currently have a policy that covers the prohibition of fencing in arroyos and watercourse 
channels. A new policy needs to be added to address this issue in the Land Use Element. 
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CCAC Recommendation No. 15: Restrict New Golf Course Development Within the 
Boundaries of Arroyos, Watercourses, and Wetlands. 
This is similar to Recommendation No.4. The following Land Use Designations and their policies 
can be altered to include a restriction for golf course developments within boundaries of arroyos, 
watercourses and wetlands. 

Open Space-Recreation (OS-R) (pg. LU-51) - The Open Space-Recreation land use designation 
allows for active and passive recreational uses such as parks, trails, camp grounds, athletic fields, golf 
courses and off-road vehicle parks. Ancillary structures may be permitted for recreational 
opportunities. Actual building or structure size, siting and design will be determined on a case by 
case basis. 

Commercial Tourist (CT) (pg. LU-58) - The Commercial Tourist land use designation allows for 
tourist-related commercial uses such as hotels, golf courses, recreation and amusement facilities. 
Commercial Tourist uses will be permitted based on their compatibility with surrounding land uses. 
Floor area ratios range from 0.2 to 0.35. 

CCAC Recommendation No. 16: Restrict Domestic Animal and Farm Livestock Keeping in 
Arroyos and Watercourses 
Add a new policy in the following Land Use Element: 

LU 16 Policies (pg. LU-45 - Agriculture Area Plan Designation) 

CCAC Recommendation No. 17: Restrict Animal Grazing Farm Stock 
N/A. Land Use Policy. 

CCAC Recommendation No. 18: Restrict Nurseries and Agriculture from Placement in 
Arroyos and Watercourses 
Include a new restriction in the setback policies added in Recommendation No.4. 

CCAC Recommendation No. 19: Restrict Telecommunications Towers and Utility 
Infrastructure Within Arroyos and Watercourses. 
Include a new restriction in the setback policies added in Recommendation No.4. 

CCAC Report Section: 1.4 Arroyo, Watercourse, and Watershed Management Needs. 
The District agrees with the staff's recommendation. 

The District would be able to assist the implementation of the following recommendations through 
the Development Review process once the Watercourse Layer (Recommendation No.2) is created 
and/or implemented by the County: 
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Recommendations 

1.	 Recommendation No.4: Model Setback Policy 
2.	 Recommendation No.5: Setback to Golf Courses 
3.	 Recommendation No.9: Water Quality Protection 
4.	 Recommendation No. 11: Storm Water Management and Runoff Reduction as a Design 

Element 

Thank you for the opportunity afforded the District to comment on the General Plan Policies to 
implement the CCAC's recommendations. If you have any questions or require further assistance, 
please feel free to contact me at 951.955.1212 or Dale Anderson at 951.955.1345. 

c:	 Steve Thomas 
Dale Anderson 

HKT:DVA:blj 


