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3.11 Traffic and Transportation 
3.11.1 Introduction 
This section of the EIR presents the affected environment and impacts to traffic and 
transportation from implementing the Proposed Project. Where appropriate, mitigation 
measures are proposed to reduce potential impacts. Alternatives to the Proposed Project are 
analyzed in Section 6.  

Riverside County and Caltrans (2008) reviewed and approved the methodology and 
analysis conducted in support of this traffic and transportation analysis, including the 
Revised Traffic Impact Analysis (Urban Crossroads, 2008) and the responses to comments. The 
Traffic Impact Analysis is included in Appendix K.  

3.11.2 Affected Environment 
Figure 3.11-1 shows the Proposed Project location and the traffic analysis study area. As 
shown, the study area extends into portions of Riverside County, San Diego County, and 
Temecula. 

3.11.2.1 Policy and Regulatory Settings  
State 
Caltrans uses the Highway Design Manual (HDM) (Caltrans, 2008) as its primary source of 
design guidance. The HDM is not a policy document, but does address design requirements 
for roadways. For traffic operations issues, the HDM refers to the Highway Capacity Manual 
(HCM) (Transportation Research Board, 2000). The HCM defines level of service (LOS) as a 
qualitative measure that describes operational conditions within a traffic stream, generally 
in terms of such factors as speed and travel time, freedom to maneuver, traffic interruptions, 
comfort and convenience. Neither the HCM nor the HDM have specific requirements for 
LOS, except that the HDM has a requirement for LOS C or D in weaving sections on 
freeways. 

Local Standards 
Riverside County 
Western Riverside County Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fee Program. Riverside 
County Ordinance No. 824 establishes the Western Riverside County Transportation 
Uniform Mitigation Fee Program (TUMF). The TUMF is overseen by the Western Riverside 
Council of Governments (WRCOG) to address cumulative growth impacts on regional 
system of highways and arterial roads in Western Riverside County (Regional System) 
through 2030. WRCOG is a joint powers agency consisting of Riverside County and the 
14 cities located in western Riverside County, including Temecula. WRCOG is responsible 
for establishing and updating TUMF rates. Participating WRCOG member agencies 
implement the TUMF program by collecting the TUMF fees from new development projects 
and passing those fees to the WRCOG.  

WRCOG distributes the TUMF fees in accordance with the TUMF Administrative Plan, 
most recently updated in February 2008. Riverside County may grant developers a TUMF 
fee credit or reimbursement for construction of arterial improvements or other 
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improvements in the Regional System, as determined in consultation with the county and 
WRCOG (Riverside County Ordinance No. 824, Section 4.G). 

TUMF includes discrete fees for residential, commercial, office, and general industrial land 
uses (Riverside County Ordinance No. 824, Section G.A). In February 2006, the WRCOG 
Executive Committee approved an update of the TUMF Nexus Study. For nonresidential 
projects, the fee is calculated by the total square footage of the building or structure 
identified in the building permit (Riverside County Ordinance No. 824, Section G.B.ii). 

The TUMF fee for industrial projects is $2.09/square foot (ft2) (effective July 1, 2009) and will 
increase to $2.35/ ft2 on July 1, 2010. For any particular project, the applicable TUMF fee is 
determined by the rate in effect on the date a certificate of occupancy is issued, or upon final 
inspection, whichever comes first, unless payment is tendered earlier (Riverside County 
Ordinance No. 824, Section 6.B.i). WRCOG has developed fee calculation methodologies for 
various land uses for which the standard fee calculation method does not work (TUMF Fee 
Calculation Handbook, 2006). The TUMF Fee Calculation Handbook (2006) treats mining as 
an industrial use.  

Riverside County Development Impact Fee Program. Riverside County Ordinance 
No. 659.7 established the Development Impact Fee (DIF) program for Riverside County to 
collect fees from new development to fund various public facilities, habitat and open space 
preserves, and regional parkland and trails, to address the direct and cumulative 
environmental effects of development projects (Riverside County Ordinance No. 659.7, 
Section 4). Portions of the DIF fees are used for improvements to roads and bridges, and to 
install traffic signals where needed (Riverside County Ordinance No. 659.7, Section 7). 
However, DIF fees must be used for separate improvements than those funded by the 
TUMF program (Riverside County Ordinance No. 824, Section 4.G). DIF fees are intended to 
be used for construction and acquisition of projects identified on the Riverside County 
Public Facilities Needs List (Riverside County Ordinance No. 659.7, Section 2.h).  

DIF fees are calculated based on the project location within the Riverside County Planning 
Area. The Site is located in the Southwest Area Plan (SWAP), and the current DIF fee for 
new surface mining projects in the SWAP is $4,930 per acre for transportation. The current 
Public Facilities Needs List and associated DIF fees will expire on December 31, 2009, and 
new fees must be in place before Riverside County can continue assessing and collecting 
DIFs. A comprehensive update is planned for 2009, which will extend the program horizon 
year from 2010 to 2020. Eligible projects will provide the basis for the establishment of new 
fees that must be effective January 1, 2010 (Riverside County, 2007). The DIF fees for surface 
mining projects are calculated on the basis of the size of an operation’s Intensive Use Area, 
which includes “roadways, parking areas, building areas, recycling operations, materials 
stock pile areas (area of calculation of fee for stock piles not to exceed 2 acres), maintenance 
and refueling buildings, scales and scale house, block plant buildings and material testing 
buildings” (Riverside County Ordinance No. 659, Section 6.0). 

Riverside County General Plan. The Riverside County General Plan (2003a) establishes, as a 
countywide target, a LOS C on all county-maintained roads and conventional state 
highways. As an exception, LOS D may be allowed in community development areas, only 
at intersections of any combination of secondary highways, major highways, arterials, urban 
arterials, expressways, conventional state highways, or freeway ramp intersections 
(Riverside County General Plan, Policy C.2.1).  
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If a project has overriding benefits, the Riverside County General Plan allows the Board of 
Supervisors to approve development projects in instances where the target LOS is exceeded. 
Examples include projects that provide jobs in a local area, that provide needed 
transportation improvements that otherwise would not be constructed, that provide habitat 
conservation, that implement nonmotorized transportation systems, or projects that provide 
some unique benefits to Riverside County that outweigh the traffic impacts. These projects 
are required to mitigate traffic impacts to the extent that it is economically feasible as 
determined by the Board of Supervisors.  

The Riverside County General Plan includes the following policies. 

Policy C 3.6 Require private developers to be primarily responsible for the improvement 
of streets and highways service access to developing commercial, industrial, 
and residential areas. These may include road construction or widening, 
installation of turning lanes and traffic signals, and the improvement of any 
drainage facility or other auxiliary facility necessary for the safe and 
efficient movement of traffic or the protection of road facilities. 

Policy C 3.10 Require private and public land developments to provide all onsite 
auxiliary facility improvements necessary to mitigate any development-
generated circulation impacts. A review of each proposed land 
development project shall be undertaken to identify project impacts to the 
circulation system and its auxiliary facilities. The Transportation 
Department may require developers and/or subdividers to provide traffic 
impact studies prepared by qualified professionals to identify the impacts 
of a development. 

Riverside County Ordinances. Riverside County Ordinance No. 413 establishes parking 
design requirements for angle parking, trucks and trailers, snow parking, and handicap 
parking. The ordinance also prohibits recreational vehicle parking in certain locations and 
prescribes certain time limits when vehicles are able to park. Riverside County has the 
ability to enforce the requirements and assess fines.  

Riverside County Ordinance No. 461 is the guiding ordinance for all road and highway 
construction in Riverside County. The ordinance includes design standards and drawings 
illustrating design standards. Roadway development is regulated by the Riverside County 
Transportation Department (RCTD). Plans associated with a development project are 
reviewed by RCTD for conformance with the roadway standards in Ordinance No. 461.  

Riverside County Ordinance No. 499 regulates encroachments in the Riverside County 
ROW, including utilities. A permit for encroachment must be obtained from the Riverside 
County Transportation Department prior to doing any work within the ROW. The 
ordinance also requires a permit for removal of any street tree. Riverside County requires a 
fee deposit and assesses fees based on the actual cost of staff time to review an application 
for encroachment.  

Riverside County Ordinance No. 524 mandates that every person or entity is required to 
obtain a permit from the Road Commissioner before moving any load across Riverside 
County roads. Load refers to any object or thing, including a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles which, when traveling along or across any county road, is required to have a 
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TABLE 3.11-14A 
Computation of Liberty Quarry Fair Share For I-15 Interchange Improvements In Riverside County 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

Liberty Quarry Share  
Based on Cumulative Traffic Growth 

Intersection Location 

Estimated 
Interchange 

Improvement 
Costsb 

Northbound Ramp 
(am/pm) Fair Share 

Percentage 

Southbound 
(am/pm) Fair 

Share Percentage 

Combined 
Interchange 
Fair Share 

Percentagec 

Fair Share Amount 
(Estimated Interchange 

Costs x Fair Share 
Percentage) 

I-15 Interchange at Winchestera $140,000,000 
0.99%(am) /  
0.94%(pm) 

0.4% (am) /  
0.3%(pm) 0.66% $924,000 

I-15 Interchange at Rancho California Roadb $36,000,000 
1.02%(am) /  
1.09%(pm) 

0.79%(am) /  
0.84%(pm) 0.94% $338,400 

I-15 Interchange at SR-79 Southa $36,000,000 
1.39%(am) /  

1.3%(pm) 
1.35% (am) /  
1.42% (pm) 1.37% $493,200 

TOTAL $212,000,000       $1,755,600 
aCost estimate from City of Temecula 
bCost estimate taken as the same as I-15 Interchange at I-15/SR-79 South. 
cLiberty Quarry fair share based on an average of northbound (am/pm) and southbound (am/pm) fair share percentages. Liberty Quarry cumulative traffic is total traffic growth, 
excluding existing traffic. Traffic growth as presented in Liberty Quarry TIA. Liberty Quarry truck trips expressed in Passenger Car Equivalents (PCE). 
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TABLE 3.11-14B 
Computation of Liberty Quarry Fair Share For I-15 Interchange Improvements In San Diego County 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

Liberty Quarry Share  
Based on Cumulative Traffic Growth 

Intersection Location 

Estimated 
Interchange 

Improvement 
Costs 

Northbound Ramp 
(am/pm) Fair Share 

Percentage 

Southbound 
(am/pm) Fair Share 

Percentage 

Combined 
Interchange 
Fair Share 

Percentagea 

Fair Share Amount 
(Estimated Interchange 

Costs x Fair Share 
Percentage) 

I-15 Interchange at Mission Road/Old 395 $1,273,013 
11.21%(am) / 
8.02%(pm) 

14.58% (am) /  
11.72%(pm) 11.38% $144,869 

I-15 Interchange at Pala Road (SR-76) $2,470,300 
6.90%(am) /  
4.11%(pm) 

7.17%(am) /  
4.59%(pm) 5.69% $140,560 

Old US 395 at Rainbow Valley Blvd. $478,069 n/a 
6.90%(am) /  
4.11%(pm) 5.51% $26,342 

TOTAL $4,221,382    $311,771 

Urban Crossroads June 30, 2009. 
aLiberty Quarry fair share based on an average of northbound (am/pm) and southbound (am/pm) fair share percentages. Liberty Quarry cumulative traffic is total traffic growth, 

excluding existing traffic.  Traffic growth as presented in Liberty Quarry TIA. Liberty Quarry truck trips expressed in Passenger Car Equivalents (PCE). 
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The Applicant’s fair share obligation for San Diego County Interchange improvements is 
estimated at approximately $311,771 and shall be paid on the date of occupancy or on the date 
of final inspection, which ever occurs first, less any fees paid in accordance with the San Diego 
County TIF Program. The Project’s TIF fees are currently estimated to be approximately 
$1,365,448 million and, as such, are in excess of the Project’s San Diego County Interchange 
fair share obligations. A copy of the TIF Program Update January 2008 is included in 
Appendix K-5. 

Significance after Mitigation: Significant and unavoidable. 

Although this mitigation measure is technically (physically) feasible, implementation would 
require approval of other agencies including Caltrans, Temecula, and San Diego County. 
Because the intersections are within the jurisdiction of Caltrans, Temecula, and San Diego 
County, and because no improvement can be made without the approval of these 
jurisdictions, Riverside County cannot ensure that the improvements would mitigate the 
impacts of the Proposed Project. Therefore, although Riverside County would undertake all 
reasonable steps to coordinate with these jurisdictions to install the improvements, the 
Proposed Project’s impacts on these intersections are significant and unavoidable. 

Impact T-1b: The Proposed Project could cause an increase in traffic that is substantial in 
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system (i.e., result in increased 
queue lengths). 

Impact: Potentially significant.  

The Proposed Project has the potential to impact queue lengths for the approach traffic 
movements at various intersections within the study area. 

As outlined in Appendix K, according to the analysis of the average 95th percentile queue 
length determination, and as a result of the project-related traffic using the street network, 
the following movements are anticipated to exceed capacity as compared to the 95th 
percentile. 

• I-15 SB ramps (Riverside County): 
− Winchester Road (SB left-turn lane) 
− Rancho California Road (SB left-turn lane, SB through lane, SB right-turn lane) 
− SR-79 South (SB left-turn lane, SB through lane, WB left-turn lane) 

• I-15 NB ramps (Riverside County): 

− Winchester Road (NB left-turn lane, NB through lane, NB right-turn lane, EB 
through lane, WB through lane, WB right-turn lane) 

− Rancho California Road (NB through lane, NB right-turn lane, EB through lane, WB 
through lane) 

− SR-79 South (NB right-turn lane, WB through lane, and WB right-turn lane) 

• I-15 NB ramps (San Diego County): 
− Pala Road (EB left-turn lane, WB right-turn lane) 
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The Proposed Project’s incremental contribution to queuing lengths at these intersections is 
considered to be a significant impact. 

Mitigation: Mitigation Measure T-1b: The Applicant would implement Mitigation Measure 
T-1a. 

Significance after Mitigation: Significant and unavoidable. 

Although these mitigation measures are technically (physically) feasible, implementation 
would require approval of other agencies including Caltrans, Temecula, and San Diego 
County. Because the intersections are within the jurisdiction of Caltrans, Temecula, and 
San Diego County, and because no improvement can be made without the approval of these 
jurisdictions, Riverside County cannot ensure that the improvements would mitigate the 
impacts of the Proposed Project. Therefore, although Riverside County would undertake all 
reasonable steps to coordinate with these jurisdictions to install the improvements, the 
Proposed Project’s impacts on these intersections are significant and unavoidable. 

Impact T-1c: The Proposed Project could cause an increase in traffic that is substantial in 
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system (i.e., result in increased 
traffic volume along roadway segments). 

Impact: Potentially significant.  

Table 3.11-15 presents the analysis results for roadway segments.  

Currently, aggregate is shipped from quarries in the Corona, Lake Elsinore, Irwindale, and 
San Bernardino areas south, through southwestern Riverside County, on I-15 to construction 
jobs or concrete and asphalt plants in San Diego County. By locating an aggregate source 
south of Temecula, many of the trucks carrying this material to San Diego County would 
originate south of Temecula, shortening the haul distance to their markets to the south and 
reducing the number of truck trips through Temecula, Murrieta, and Lake Elsinore.  

A foreseeable truck trip reduction analysis was prepared in January and April 2006 (see 
Appendix K). This analysis identified the potential reduction in the number of truck miles 
and truck trips along I-15 in Riverside County with the operation of the Proposed Project. 
The results indicated that at full production levels (5.0 MTPY) there would be a considerable 
reduction in the number of truck miles and trucks traveling on I-15 in southwestern 
Riverside County.  

Section 6 provides an analysis of truck trips under the No Project Alternative. 

To ensure a more conservative review of the project-related impacts, these overall trip 
reduction numbers were not considered in this analysis. Therefore, Table 3.11-15 
demonstrates that the Proposed Project would contribute to an existing LOS F condition 
along Pala Road between the I-15 NB and SB ramps that exceed the LOS criteria established 
for the Proposed Project. This would be a significant impact. 
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TABLE 3.11-15 
Analysis Results for Segments 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

Existing EAP 3.5 MTPY EAPC 3.5 MTPY EAP 5.0 MTPY EAPC 5.0 MTPY 

Roadway Segment Road Classification 

Existing 
No. of 
Lanes 

LOS E 
Capacity* ADT V:C LOS ADT V:C LOS ADT V:C LOS ADT V:C LOS ADT V:C LOS 

Rainbow Valley Blvd between:                   

I-15 SB Ramps and I-15 NB 
Ramps 

Rural Collector 2 16,200 2,400 0.15 A 4,000 0.25 A 4,000 0.25 A 4,600 0.28 A 4,600 0.28 A 

I-15 NB Ramps and Old US 395 Rural Collector 2 16,200 9,300 0.57 B 9,400 0.58 B 9,400 0.58 B 9,500 0.59 B 9,500 0.59 B 

Mission Rd/Old US 395 between:                   

I-15 SB Ramps and I-15 NB 
Ramps 

Major 2 18,500 15,500 0.84 D 15,600 0.84 D 16,600 0.90 D 15,900 0.88 D 16,900 0.91 D 

Pala Road between:                   

I-15 SB Ramps and I-15 NB 
Ramps 

Major 2 18,500 20,500 1.11 F 20,900 1.13 Fa 29,900 1.62 Fa 21,100 1.14 Fa, b 30,100 1.63 Fa, b 

aUnder the Guidelines, a project that adds more than 200 trips to a LOS E segment or 100 trips to a LOS F segment is considered significant, creating an impact. 
bUnder CMP Guidelines, a project that increases a LOS E and F segment's V:C ratio by more than 0.02 is considered significant. For purposes of this traffic study, CMP impacts only apply to Pala Road (SR-76). Implementation of intersection improvements 
at either end of this roadway segment are anticipated to mitigate this impact. 
*Capacity is based on a LOS E as outlined in the County of San Diego Draft Guidelines for Determining Significance (San Diego County, 2006). The capacity values have been reduced in accordance with the existing number of lanes. 
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Mitigation Measure T-1c: The Applicant would implement Mitigation Measure T-1a. 

Significance after Mitigation: Significant and unavoidable. 

Although these mitigation measures are technically (physically) feasible, implementation 
would require approval of other agencies including Caltrans, Temecula, and San Diego 
County. Because the intersections are within the jurisdiction of Caltrans, Temecula, and 
San Diego County, and because no improvement can be made without the approval of these 
jurisdictions, Riverside County cannot ensure that the improvements would mitigate the 
impacts of the Proposed Project. Therefore, although Riverside County would undertake all 
reasonable steps to coordinate with these jurisdictions to install the improvements, the 
Proposed Project’s impacts on these intersections are significant and unavoidable. 

Impact T-2: The Proposed Project could result in inadequate parking capacity. 

Impact: Potentially significant.  

Section 18.12 of the Riverside County Zoning Code requires industrial uses to provide one 
parking space for every two employees identified for a project’s largest shift. The Zoning 
Code has no requirement for visitor parking. 

At maximum operation levels, the Proposed Project is anticipated to employ approximately 
100 individuals onsite and an additional 90 individual truckers over multiple shifts 
throughout each operational day. To ensure adequate onsite parking for Proposed Project 
employees and to account for any potential overlap during shift changes, it was assumed 
that approximately 90 employee vehicles could be on the property at any given time. 

In addition, although not required by the County Zoning Code, it was assumed that during 
normal business hours, a total of 45 visitor vehicles could be on the property each 
operational day.  

To ensure adequate onsite parking capacity, the Proposed Project is designed with a total of 
150 parking combined employee and visitor parking spaces. 

Mitigation: Mitigation Measure T-2: The Applicant shall be required to provide a minimum 
of 150 onsite parking spaces for use by Proposed Project employees and visitors. 

Significance after Mitigation: Less than significant.  

Impact T-3: The Proposed Project could exceed, either individually or cumulatively, an LOS 
standard established by the San Diego County Congestion Management Agency for designated 
roads or highways. 

Impact: Potentially significant.  

As noted above, the study area for the Proposed Project was developed in conjunction with 
Riverside County, Temecula, and San Diego County staff. In identifying roadway segments 
for review, it was concluded that only the following roadway segments within San Diego 
County required analysis. 
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• Pala Road between: 
− I-15 Southbound Ramps and I-15 Northbound Ramps 

• Mission Road / Old US 395 between: 
− I-15 Southbound Ramps and I-15 Northbound Ramp 

• Rainbow Valley Boulevard between: 
− I-15 Southbound Ramps and I-15 Northbound Ramps 
− I-15 Northbound Ramps and Old US 395 

The Congestion Management Program (CMP) guidelines for San Diego County are 
identified in Table 3.11-8 and are only applicable to roadway segments operating at an LOS 
of E or F under an existing plus Proposed Project scenario. 

As noted in Table 3.11-13, the Mission Road and both Rainbow Valley Boulevard roadway 
segments operate at LOS levels with the Proposed Project ranging from LOS D to LOS A. 
Therefore, the CMP guidelines are not triggered, and no impact is anticipated.  

Table 3.11-13 presents that, for both the existing condition and the existing plus Proposed 
Project condition, the roadway segment at Pala Road would operate at an LOS F level. Thus, 
vehicles along the Pala Road segment are anticipated to experience congested conditions 
that would exceed the LOS standard of .02 volume to capacity ratio (V:C) increase over 
existing conditions established by the San Diego County CMP guidelines. This impact is 
significant. 

In addition to the above roadway segments, this analysis also included a review of the 
Proposed Project’s potential impacts to the following freeway mainline segments. 

• I-15 between: 
− SR-79 South and Rainbow Valley Boulevard (Riverside) 
− Rainbow Valley Boulevard and Mission Road (San Diego) 

These mainline segments were analyzed using a V:C methodology, which assumed a 
capacity of 20,000 vehicles per day per lane in San Diego County and an aggregate capacity 
of 160,500 vehicles (assuming an 8-lane section) in Riverside County. 

As noted in Appendix K, the Riverside County segment currently operates at a V:C ratio of 
0.864 and a LOS D level. For the San Diego County segment, the V:C ratio is 0.867, and it is 
also at an LOS D level. At a 2021 horizon without the Proposed Project, these segments are 
anticipated to drop to an LOS F level and, with the addition of the Proposed Project, the V:C 
ratio for both segments is anticipated to increase by 0.29.  

According to SANDAG’s CMP Significant Impact Measures for Freeways, a freeway 
segment is considered to have a significant impact if it is operating at an LOS E or F and the 
V:C ratio increases by 0.01. 

Therefore, when applying this threshold to the Proposed Project, the Horizon Year 2021 
with Proposed Project increase in V:C ratio of 0.29 for both segments would be considered a 
significant impact.  
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Mitigation: Mitigation Measure T-3a: The Applicant would implement Mitigation 
Measure T-1a. 

Mitigation Measure T-3b: To mitigate impacts to the freeway mainline, the Applicant shall 
contribute its pro-rata share of the cost to construct a new auxiliary lane at the northbound 
on-ramp to I-15 at Rainbow Valley Boulevard to the satisfaction of Caltrans.  

Significance after Mitigation: Significant and unavoidable. 

Although these mitigation measures are technically (physically) feasible, implementation 
would require approval of other agencies including Caltrans, Temecula, and San Diego 
County. Because the intersections are within the jurisdiction of Caltrans, Temecula, and 
San Diego County, and because no improvement can be made without the approval of these 
jurisdictions, Riverside County cannot ensure that the improvements would mitigate the 
impacts of the Proposed Project. Therefore, although Riverside County would undertake all 
reasonable steps to coordinate with these jurisdictions to install the improvements, the 
Proposed Project’s impacts on these intersections are significant and unavoidable. 

Impact T-4: The Proposed Project could result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either 
an increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results in substantial safety risk. 

Impact: No impact.  

Development of the Proposed Project would not require the use of air travel. In addition, the 
Proposed Project was designed to locate its processing facilities within the excavated quarry 
below the level of the existing adjacent ridge lines and, therefore, would not impact existing 
flight patterns. Finally, as analyzed in Section 3.1, the Proposed Project would comply with 
Riverside County lighting standards. Thus, the Proposed Project would not change air 
traffic patterns that would result in substantial safety risks. No impact is anticipated.  

Mitigation: None required.  

Impact T-5: The Proposed Project could alter waterborne, rail, or air traffic.  

Impact: No impact.  

Development of the Proposed Project would not require the use of water, rail, or air 
transportation for its construction or operation. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not 
result in the alteration of waterborne, rail, or air traffic patterns. No impact is anticipated. 

Mitigation: None required.  
Impact T-6: The Proposed Project could substantially increase hazards due to a design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment). 

Impact: No impact.  

The Proposed Project’s access would be designed in compliance with Riverside County’s 
development standards for width, turning radii, and construction. The access would comply 
with Riverside County’s traffic circulation system, which provides for a safe flow of traffic 
and pedestrians. The Proposed Project would need to comply with all the applicable road 
design and safety guidelines of RCTD and Caltrans.  
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Mitigation: None required.  

Impact T-7: The Proposed Project could cause an effect upon or create a need for new or 
altered maintenance of roads. 
The Proposed Project’s impacts on the maintenance of the roads is analyzed and mitigated 
under Impact USS-8 in Section 3.12. 

Impact T-8: The Proposed Project could cause an effect upon circulation during the Proposed 
Project’s construction. 

Impact: Potentially significant.  

Although temporary, traffic associated with Proposed Project construction (including 
trucks, backhoes, and personal vehicles of construction workers) could affect traffic patterns 
and circulation. This impact is potentially significant. 

Mitigation: Mitigation Measure T-8: Prior to initiation of Proposed Project construction, the 
Applicant shall develop and implement a construction traffic management plan in 
coordination with Riverside County, San Diego County and Caltrans.  

Significance after Mitigation: Less than significant. 

Impact T-9: The Proposed Project could result in inadequate emergency access or access to 
nearby uses. 

Impact: Potentially significant.  

The site for the Proposed Project is currently served by an existing private access road that 
originates at the eastern Site boundary adjacent to the I-15/Rainbow Valley Boulevard 
Interchange and proceeds over the eastern ridgeline to the interior of the Site.  

As part of the Proposed Project, this private access road would be widened to accommodate 
two-way truck traffic through the construction of a new two- to four-lane roadway. This 
roadway is designed to meet minimum Riverside County roadway standards and structural 
specifications. Thus, the Proposed Project would accommodate adequate emergency access, 
and no impact is anticipated. 

In addition to providing access to the Site’s access road, the southbound off-ramp of the 
I-15/Rainbow Valley Boulevard Interchange also serves as the only access point for the 
southbound I-15 CHP weigh station. As part of the Proposed Project analysis, queuing 
lengths at the CHP weigh station were analyzed for existing and Horizon Year 2030 with 
Proposed Project conditions (Sato, Liberty Quarry TIA, Page 8-1).  

Analysis of the 2030 with Proposed Project condition identified unacceptable queuing 
lengths and truck stacking as a result of the additional vehicle traffic associated with the 
Proposed Project (see Appendix K; Sato, Liberty Quarry TIA, Page 8-3). The resulting 
increases in queuing lengths have the potential to impact emergency access and the nearby 
CHP weigh station. This impact is considered significant. 

Mitigation: Mitigation Measure T-9a: The Applicant would coordinate with the Riverside 
County Fire Department and the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department on the design of 
the final Site plan, to ensure that adequate emergency access to the Site is provided. 
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Mitigation Measure T-9b: The Applicant shall construct a second CHP weigh scale, as 
identified on Figure 3.11-4, adjacent to the existing CHP weigh station to reduce queuing 
lengths and truck stacking. In addition, the Applicant would construct the following 
improvements to the I-15/Rainbow Valley Boulevard southbound off-ramp.  

• Traffic Signal 
• Southbound Right-Turn Lane 
• Southbound Through Lane and Receiving Lane 

Significance after Mitigation: Less than significant.  

Impact T-10: The Proposed Project could conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs 
supporting alternative transportation.  

Impact: No impact.  

Given its location in a rural mountainous area with limited existing or anticipated 
residential or commercial development, the Site has not been considered in any adopted 
policies, plans, or programs associated with alternative transportation modes. Therefore, no 
conflict is anticipated as a result of Proposed Project development.  

Mitigation: None required.  
 



 




