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3.12 Utility and Service Systems 
3.12.1 Introduction 
This section of the EIR presents the affected environment and impacts to utility and service 
systems from implementing the Proposed Project. Where appropriate, mitigation measures 
are proposed to reduce potential impacts. Alternatives to the Proposed Project are analyzed 
in Section 6.  

A review of the local utility and service systems and of the commitments of the utility and 
service system providers that would serve the Proposed Project was completed in support 
of the analysis in the EIR. The Southern California Gas Company (SCGC) and the Western 
Municipal Water District (Western) have provided “can and will serve” letters for the 
Proposed Project (see Appendix O-1). 

3.12.2 Affected Environment  
3.12.2.1 Policy and Regulatory Setting 
State 
California Water Code. The California Water Code (CWC) was established to regulate the use 
and conservation of water for public benefit. Under the CWC, urban water suppliers are 
obligated to prepare urban water management plans (UWMPs), which include a description 
of all water supply projects and programs that might be undertaken to meet total projected 
water use over the next 20 years. Section 10910 et seq. of the CWC requires that a water 
supply assessment (WSA) must be prepared if the Proposed Project has certain use and size 
characteristics (for example, it is a residential development of more than 500 dwelling units). 
The WSA must evaluate the anticipated water demands of the project and determine if the 
local water supplier has adequate supplies to serve the project and meet existing and 
projected obligations. 

California Integrated Waste Management Board, Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 
(AB 939). This act requires local and county governments to adopt a Source Reduction and 
Recycling Element to identify means of reducing by 50 percent the amount of solid waste 
sent to landfills as of 2000. As a result, jurisdictions have adopted general plan goals, 
ordinances, and codes requiring covered construction and demolition projects to recycle at 
least 50 percent of construction waste and debris.  

According to the 2004 Statewide Waste Characterization Study completed by the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), construction and demolition debris 
accounts for 22 percent of the waste stream (CIWMB, 2004). The recycling and reuse of 
aggregates and asphalt is part of the state’s goal of “green building construction” because it 
conserves aggregate resources, saves energy and money, diverts waste streams away from 
landfills, and helps cities and counties meet their waste diversion and recycling goals. 

California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 6. This regulation includes the 2007 California 
Energy Code, which provides requirements for energy efficiency. The requirements apply to  
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all occupied facilities and buildings for the installation of systems, equipment, and building 
components including the following: 

• Appliances 
• Space-conditioning equipment 
• Water-heating systems and equipment 
• Fenestration products and exterior doors 
• Joints and other openings 
• Insulation and cool roofs 
• Control devices for lighting 

Local 
Riverside County General Plan. The Riverside County General Plan (Riverside County, 2003a), 
includes the Southwest Area Plan, which pertains to the Site. The Riverside County policies 
listed below address utility and service systems. For a permit to be issued by Riverside 
County, development must be consistent with the following applicable policies:  

• Policy OS 4.5: Retain stormwater at or near the site of generation for percolation into the 
groundwater to conserve it for future uses and to mitigate adjacent flooding.  

• Policy OS 16.1: Continue to implement Title 24 of the State Building Code. Establish 
mechanisms and incentives to encourage architects and builders to exceed the energy-
efficiency standards of Title 24. 

• Policy OS 16.5: Use federal, state, and utility company programs that encourage energy 
conservation.  

• Policy OS 16.7: Promote purchasing energy-efficient equipment based on a fair return on 
investment, and use energy-savings estimates as one basis for purchasing decisions for 
major energy-using devices. 

• Policy OS 16.9: Encourage increased use of passive, solar design, and daylight in existing 
and new structures. 

• Policy LU-2: Require that adequate and available circulation facilities, water resources, 
sewer facilities or septic capacity exist to meet the demands of the proposed land use. 

Riverside County Ordinances. 
• Riverside County Ordinance No. 517 pertains to establishing regulations and 

procedures for removal of overhead utility facilities and to the installation of 
underground facilities in underground utility districts.  

• Riverside County Ordinance No. 573 establishes a procedure for the levy and collection 
of fees for extended governmental services, such as providing and maintaining water 
and sewer, provided in Riverside County service areas, under the authority of the 
Riverside County Service Area Law set forth in Government Code Section 25210.1 et seq.  

• Riverside County Ordinance No. 650 regulates the disposal of sewage effluent and 
requires that, when a sewer line is not available, sewage effluent be discharged into an 
approved and permitted onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS) or advanced 
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treatment unit (ATU). The design of the OWTS or ATU should be determined by the site 
location, soil characteristics, and amount of effluent to be treated based on, for example, 
the number of fixtures. A soils percolation report performed in accordance with the 
standards set forth by the County of Riverside, Department of Environmental Health 
(DEH) Technical Guidance Manual will be required for the proposal of an OWTS or 
ATU. However, only ATUs will require a renewable operating permit issued by the 
County of Riverside DEH for its continued use. 

• Riverside County Ordinance No. 657 establishes the Solid Waste Collection Permit 
Areas of Riverside County and regulations for solid waste collection services. Every 
tenant, occupier, operator, or owner of a residence, or construction or demolition site is 
required to remove at least once a week all solid waste created, produced, or brought 
upon the property to an approved disposal facility. This ordinance contains procedures 
to grant permits to solid waste collection providers.  

• Riverside County Ordinance No. 745 recognizes that a considerable volume and variety 
of solid wastes are being generated in Riverside County and that such wastes are 
creating conditions that threaten public health, safety, and well-being by potentially 
contributing to air, water, and land pollution, as well as to the general deterioration of 
the environment. This ordinance requires that residential or commercial occupants have 
solid waste collected regularly and pay applicable fees to do so. 

Riverside County Integrated Waste Management Plan. Solid waste disposal in Riverside 
County is managed in accordance with the Riverside Countywide Integrated Waste Management 
Plan (CIWMP), which was adopted by the Riverside County Board of Supervisors on 
January 14, 1997, and approved by the CIWMB on September 23, 1998. The Riverside 
CIWMP outlines the goals, policies, and programs that the county and cities in the county 
will implement to create an integrated and cost-effective waste management system that 
complies with state provisions. 

3.12.2.2 Existing Conditions 
Table 3.12-1 identifies the existing utility and service systems providers within the project 
area. Road maintenance is discussed in Section 3.11, Traffic and Transportation. 

TABLE 3.12-1 
Existing Utility and Service Systems Providers 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

Utility and Service Systems Provider 
Water  Western  

Wastewater Western 

Solid Waste Disposal Riverside County 

Electricity SCE 

Natural Gas SCGC 

Communications Systems Wireless service 

Stormwater Drainage RCFCWCD  

Public Services Riverside County 
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TABLE 3.12-1 
Existing Utility and Service Systems Providers 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

Utility and Service Systems Provider 
Water  Western  

Wastewater Western 

Solid Waste Disposal Riverside County 

Notes: 
RCFCWCD = Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 
SCE = Southern California Edison  
SCGC = Southern California Gas Company 

 

The following subsections describe the relevant utility providers including water, 
wastewater, solid waste, natural gas, communication systems, stormwater drainage, and 
public services. 

Water  
The Proposed Project Site lies within the boundaries of the Western Municipal Water 
District and would receive water service as part of Western’s retail service area. 

Western Municipal Water District. Western was formed in 1954 with the primary purpose of 
bringing supplemental water supplies to western Riverside County. Over time, Western has 
expanded and now provides primary water service for more than 22,000 retail and 
8 wholesale customers.1 Western’s retail service area covers approximately 73 square miles 
and provides water to an estimated population of 66,000; however, Western’s overall service 
area encompasses a 510-square-mile area of western Riverside County and serves a 
population of approximately 500,000 people. 

Most of the water purchased by Western for distribution to its customers is imported from 
the State Water Project with approximately 20 percent from the Colorado River. Western’s 
other water sources include recycled water and supplemental water obtained from the cities 
of Corona and Riverside, as well as a small quantity of water from the San Bernardino Basin. 
Finally, Western operates several wells for pumping groundwater in its Murrieta Division. 

Metropolitan Water District. Western is a member agency of the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California (Metropolitan). Metropolitan is a legislatively created entity 
with a statutory mandate to provide regional water supply management for the greater 
Southern California region. In this capacity, Metropolitan holds contractual rights to receive 
State Water Project and Colorado River water supplies. The Metropolitan mission statement 
is: 

. . .[T]o provide its service area with adequate and reliable supplies of high quality 
water to meet present and future needs in an environmentally and economically 
responsible way.  

                                                      
1 Western provides retail water services to customers in the unincorporated areas of El Sobrante, Eagle Valley, Temescal 
Creek, Woodcrest, Lake Matthews, and March Air Reserve Base. In addition, Western provides wholesale supplemental water 
services to the cities of Corona, Norco, and Riverside and to the water agencies of Box Springs Mutual, Eagle Valley Mutual, 
Elsinore Valley, Lee Lake, and Rancho California.  
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To fulfill its regional planning mandate, Metropolitan adopted an Integrated Resource Plan 
(IRP) in 1996 and subsequently updated that IRP in 2004. The existing IRP has an overall 
goal of fulfilling all full-service water demands without interruption through 2025.2 

In 2005, Metropolitan adopted a Regional Urban Water Management Plan (RUWMP), which 
evaluated water supply using historic hydrology between 1922 and 2004. Consistent with 
state law, the RUWMP identified average (1922 through 2004), single-year dry (1977), and 
multiple-year dry (1990 through 1992) water supply projections through 2030 based on 
historic water supply data. These projections are included in Tables 3.12-2 and 3.12-3. 

TABLE 3.12-2 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California Single Dry-Year Supply Capabilitya and Projected Demands (Average of 
1922 through 2004 Hydrologies) (acre-feet) 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Current Supplies  

In-Basin Storage 0 0 0 0 0 

California Aqueductb 1,772,000 1,772,000 1,772,000 1,772,000 1,772,000 

Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA)c 711,000 678,000 677,000 677,000 677,000 

Supplies under Development  

In-Basin Storage 0 0 0 0 0 

California Aqueduct 185,000 185,000 240,000 240,000 240,000 

Colorado Aqueduct 0 0 0 0 0 

Transfers to Other Agencies 0 (35,000) (35,000) (35,000) (35,000) 

Metropolitan Supply Capability 2,668,000 2,600,000 2,654,000 2,654,000 6,654,000 

Metropolitan Supply Capability with 
CRA Maximum of 1.25 Million ac-ftd  

2,668,000 2,600,000 2,654,000 2,654,000 2,654,000 

Firm Demands on Metropolitane,f 2,036,000 1,947,000 1,983,000 2,110,000 2,246,000 

Potential Reserve and Replenishment 
Supplies 

632,000 653,000 671,000 544,000 408,000 

aRepresents supply capability for resource programs under listed year type. 
bCalifornia Aqueduct includes Central Valley transfers and storage program supplies conveyed by the aqueduct. 
cColorado River Aqueduct includes water management program supplies conveyed by the aqueduct. 
dMaximum CRA deliveries limited to 1.25 million ac-ft including SDCWA/IID transfer supplies and Coachella and All-American 
Canals lining supplies. 
eBased on SCAG 2004 RTP, SANDAG 2030 forecasts, projections of member agency existing and contracted active 
conservation and local supplies, remaining regional targets for active conservation, SDCWA/IID Transfer supplies and 
Coachella and All-American Canals lining supplies. 
fIncludes projected firm sales plus 70% of projected IAWP agricultural sales. 
 
 

                                                      
2 Metropolitan is currently in the process of preparing a second update to the IRP and anticipates completion in late 2009.  
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TABLE 3.12-3 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California Single Dry-Year Supply Capabilitya and Projected Demands (Repeat of 
1990 through 1992 Hydrology) (acre-feet) 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Current Supplies  

In-Basin Storage 514,000 518,000 502,000 487,000 470,000 

California Aqueductb 912,000 912,000 912,000 912,000 912,000 

Colorado River Aqueductc 722,000 699,000 699,000 699,000 699,000 

Supplies under Development  

In-Basin Storage 78,000 103,000 103,000 103,000 103,000 

California Aqueduct 330,000 215,000 299,000 299,000 299,000 

Colorado Aqueduct 95,000 460,000 400,000 400,000 400,000 

Transfers to Other Agencies 0 (35,000) (35,000) (35,000) (35,000) 

Metropolitan Supply Capability 2,651,000 2,872,000 2,880,000 2,865,000 2,848,000 

Metropolitan Supply Capability with 
Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA) 
Maximum of 1.25 Million ac-ftd  

2,651,000 2,804,000 2,782,000 2,757,000 2,740,000 

Firm Demands on Metropolitane,f 2,392,000 2,302,000 2,309,000 2,448,000 2,585,000 

Potential Reserve and Replenishment 
Supplies 

259,000 502,000 473,000 309,000 155,000 

aRepresents supply capability for resource programs under listed year type. 
bCalifornia Aqueduct includes Central Valley transfers and storage program supplies conveyed by the aqueduct. 
cColorado River Aqueduct includes water management program supplies conveyed by the aqueduct. 
dMaximum CRA deliveries limited to 1.25 million ac-ft including SDCWA/IID transfer supplies and Coachella and All-American 
Canals lining supplies. 
eBased on SCAG 2004 RTP, SANDAG 2030 forecasts, projections of member agency existing and contracted active 
conservation and local supplies, remaining regional targets for active conservation, SDCWA/IID Transfer supplies and 
Coachella and All-American Canals lining supplies. 
fIncludes projected firm sales plus 70 percent of projected IAWP agricultural sales. 
 

Based on its 2005 RUWMP, Metropolitan has concluded that “the region can provide 
reliable water supplies under both the single driest year and the multiple year hydrologies.” 

The Western retail service area currently relies almost completely on imported water 
supplies from the State Water Project, which is treated and delivered from the Metropolitan 
Henry J. Mills Water Treatment Plant located in Riverside, California. 

Local Water Supply Projects. To reduce its overall dependence on imported water supplies 
and the uncertainties associated with these supplies, Western has initiated efforts to develop 
new and expand existing local groundwater sources for use under both nonemergency and 
emergency conditions. These local water supply projects, their anticipated operational dates, 
and their projected supply yields are briefly summarized in Table 3.12-4. 
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TABLE 3.12-4  
Western Municipal Water District – Local Water Supply Project Yields (acre-feet) 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

Project 
Project Date 
of Operation 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Meeks & Daly Asst 
Exchange Agreement 

Operable 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 

Bunker Hill Basin 
Coordinated Use 
Agreement 

Operable 6,425 6,425 6,425 6,425 6,425 

City of Corona 
(Promenade 
Interconnection) 

2010 1,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 

Arlington Desalter Phase 1 
Expansion 

2012  2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 

Arlington Desalter Phase 2 
Expansion 

2015  2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 

Chino Desalter II 
Expansion 

2012  3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 

Chino Basin Dry-Year 
Yield Program 

2014  8,333 8,333 8,333 8,333 

Riverside-Corona Feeder 2025    21,742 21,742 

Santa Ana River Water 
Rights 

2010 800 800 800 800 800 

 

Recycled Water Program. In addition to its wholesale and retail water supply operations, 
Western also provides wastewater services to portions of unincorporated Riverside County. 
The Western Water Recycling Facility (WWRF) has operational capacity of 1 million gallons 
a day (mgd) and produces secondary treated recycled water. The WWRF is currently being 
expanded to 3 mgd and will include treatment upgrades that will allow the production of 
tertiary treated recycled water. Completion of this expansion and upgrade is expected by 
July 2010. 

Upon completion, the Western recycled water services will expand, thus off-setting 
demands for imported and other potable water supplies. The WWRF recycled water 
production and use projections are in Table 3.12-5. 

TABLE 3.12-5  
Western Water Recycling Facility - Projected Recycled Water Production and Use 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

 Recycled Uses (ac-ft/yr) 

Year 

Plant 
Design Capacity 

(ac-ft/yr) 

Expected 
Influent 
(ac-ft/yr) 

Conjunctive Use/ 
Groundwater 

Recharge Irrigation 
Total 

Recycled 

2005 1,120 500 0 500 500 

2010 3,360 1,500 500 1,000 1,500 

2015 3,360 1,500 500 1,000 1,500 
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TABLE 3.12-5  
Western Water Recycling Facility - Projected Recycled Water Production and Use 
Liberty Quarry Environmental Impact Report, Riverside County, California 

 Recycled Uses (ac-ft/yr) 

2020 5,600 3,000 1,500 1,500 3,000 

2025 5,600 4,000 2,000 2,000 4,000 

ac-ft/yr = acre-feet per year 

 
Conservation. Given the factors affecting imported water supplies, there is increasing focus 
on water conservation at the state, regional, and local levels. To meet state mandates for a 
20 percent reduction in per capita water usage by 2020, Western is expanding and 
enhancing its water conservation program by developing a Water Use Efficiency Master 
Plan (WUEMP). 

This plan will: 

• Analyze water use to target water use efficiency strategies 
• Gather data on current conservation programs 
• Determine “local” cost-effectiveness of California Urban Water Conservation Council  
• Best Manage Practices 
• Indentify emerging technologies  
• Evaluate/Screen potential water use efficiency programs 
• Develop short-term and long-term strategies 
• Develop and implement WUEMP 

The WUEMP is currently being drafted with completion expected in 2009.  

Drought Allocation Process. In April 2008, Western and its wholesale customers developed 
a Drought Allocation Plan (DAP) to provide the Western retail and wholesale customers 
with a means for allocating limited imported water supplies from Metropolitan in the event 
of a shortage condition.  

The goal of the DAP is to provide an equitable means of apportioning imported water 
supplies during potential periods when Metropolitan may seek to reduce the Western 
annual allocation as a result of prevailing drought conditions. To date, Western has not 
implemented the DAP. 

Wastewater. Western provides wastewater service near the Site, but no sewer infrastructure 
currently serves the Site. The Proposed Project would manage wastewater generated onsite 
through the use of an onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS) or an advanced 
treatment unit (ATU). The estimated daily flow of wastewater discharged onsite is not 
expected to exceed 1,200 gallons per day. 

Solid Waste. Riverside County operates several landfills and recycling centers. Commercial 
waste haulers transport commercial and residential waste to the landfills. The El Sobrante 
Landfill is managed by the Riverside County Waste Management Department and is located 
in the Corona, approximately 35 miles from the Site. The El Sobrante Landfill is permitted 
by the CIWMB to accept construction/demolition, mixed municipal, and tire waste. 
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According to the CIWMB (2008), the El Sobrante Landfill maximum permitted disposal is 
10,000 tons per day. The annual disposal average for years 2005 through 2007 was 
2,215,170 tons, or 6,068 tons per day. Additionally, the total estimated permitted capacity is 
184,930,000 yd3, the total estimated capacity used is 66,356,469 yd3 (approximately 
36 percent), and the remaining estimated capacity is 118,573,531 yd3 (approximately 
64 percent). 

Electricity. Southern California Edison (SCE) provides electrical service for the area. SCE 
generates power by hydroelectric plants, capable of producing approximately 1,200 MW, 
and nuclear generation from the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station, which produces 
approximately 2,200 MW. Recently, SCE has entered into a contract with Stirling Energy 
Systems to buy electricity from a 500-MW, 4,600-acre (19-square-kilometer) solar power 
plant that is due to open in 2009. Although the Site is located within the SCE service area, 
there are currently no transmission facilities there. 

SDG&E has a 200-foot-wide easement with three electrical transmission towers located west 
to east along the southern boundary of the Site. Currently, SDG&E has access from a locked 
gate west of I-15 on Rainbow Valley Boulevard. Existing service roads provide access to the 
towers; however, the Site is not within the SDG&E service area.  

Natural Gas. Natural gas is provided to the region by the SCGC, which provides service to 
17 million people in California through three major natural gas pipelines that traverse 
Riverside County from east to west. Most of the major natural gas transmission pipelines in 
Riverside County are operated by the SCGC. These main pipelines follow Interstate 10 
through most of Riverside County. Dual pipelines branch off these main lines near Desert 
Center and extend southward into Imperial County. Another set of dual lines branch off the 
main pipelines near Gilman Springs Road at SR-60 and extend southward into San Diego 
County.  

Communications Systems. The Site is currently not served by conventional communication 
systems (e.g., data or telephone lines).  

Stormwater Drainage. Stormwater drainage facilities are maintained by RCFCWCD. No 
facilities currently exist at the Site.  

Roads and Road Maintenance. Traffic circulation and roadway networks are described in 
Section 3.11.  

Public Services. Public services include the following: 

• Fire protection: Fire protection is provided by the Southwest Division of the Riverside 
County Fire Department. This division has four battalions, with 19 permanently staffed 
stations and two all-volunteer stations. The cities of Lake Elsinore, Perris, Canyon Lake, 
and Temecula are within this division. The nearest three Fire Stations that would 
respond to an incident are all located in Temecula and include: 

− Station No. 92, 32211 Wolf Valley Road 
− Station No. 12, 28830 Mercedes Street 
− Station No. 73, 27415 Enterprise Circle West 
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These Riverside County Fire Stations are staffed full-time, 24 hours per day, 7 days per 
week, with a minimum four-person crew, including paramedics, operating “Type-1” 
structural fire fighting apparatus. 

• Police protection: Police protection is provided by the Riverside County Sheriff’s 
Department (County Southwest Station, 30755-A Auld Road, Murrieta, California 
92563). The CHP provides police protection for incidents on I-15 from the Rainbow 
Inspection Facility, located at Rainbow Valley Boulevard (47950 Northbound I-15, 
Temecula, California 92589) or the Temecula office (27685 Commerce Center Drive, 
Temecula, California 92590).  

• Schools: The Site is located within the Murrieta Valley Unified School District.  

• Other public facilities: Additional government services, such as libraries and parks, are 
provided in nearby residential and urban areas.  

3.12.3 Standards of Significance 
Criteria for determining the significant impacts associated with utility and service systems 
have been developed in accordance with Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines and 
threshold considerations established by Riverside County. For purposes of this EIR, the 
Proposed Project would have a significant impact on utilities and service systems if it results 
in any of the following:  

• Water: 
− Requires or results in the construction of new water treatment facilities or expansion 

of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects. 

− There are insufficient water supplies available to serve the Proposed Project from 
existing entitlements and resources, or new or expanded entitlements are needed. 

• Sewer: 
− Requires or results in the construction of new wastewater treatment facilities, 

including septic systems, or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental effects. 

− Exceeds wastewater treatment requirements of the RWQCB. 

− Results in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider that serves or 
might serve the Proposed Project that it has inadequate capacity to serve the 
Proposed Project projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing 
commitments. 

• Solid waste: 
− Be served by a landfill with insufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the 

Proposed Project solid waste disposal needs. 

− Be out of compliance with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to 
solid wastes, including the Riverside CIWMP.  
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• Effluent from onsite disposal systems must not adversely impact the quality or 
beneficial uses of groundwater in any water wells. 

• Onsite disposal systems must be designed and operated in accordance with applicable 
regulatory requirements and/or standards as provided in the Specific Conditions (see 
Mitigation Measure USS-3b). 

• The owner/operator of an onsite disposal system must comply with local, state, and 
federal ordinances and regulations and obtain any required approvals, permits, 
certifications, and/or licenses from authorized local agencies. Copies of any approvals, 
permits, certifications, and/or licenses must be available for onsite inspection. 

• The owner/operator of an onsite disposal system must maintain and operate the system 
in accordance with the design approved by the authorized local agencies. 

• The San Diego Water Board and/or other local regulatory agencies must be allowed 
reasonable access to the site in order to perform inspections and conduct monitoring. 

• Onsite disposal systems can only accept domestic wastes and/or wastewater. 

• Estimated daily discharge of domestic wastewater is less than 1,200 gallons per day.  

Mitigation Measure USS-3b: The onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS) or 
advanced treatment units (ATU) would comply with San Diego RWQCB Conditional 
Waiver No. 1, specific waiver conditions 1.II.A. for new Onsite Septic and Sewerage 
Systems. These specific waiver conditions include: 

• New onsite septic or sewerage systems must comply with the conditions set forth in the 
section entitled Guidelines for New Community and Individual Sewerage Facilities in 
Chapter 4 (Implementation) of the Basin Plan. 

• New onsite septic or sewerage systems proposed to be constructed in areas where 
groundwater quality objectives have been exceeded must be evaluated for potential 
adverse effects on groundwater quality and beneficial uses to determine if regulating the 
system with individual WDRs is more appropriate. 

• New onsite septic or sewerage systems proposed to be constructed within areas 
designated as Zone A, as defined by the California Department of Public Health’s 
Drinking Water Source Assessment and Protection Program, must be constructed with 
an adequate setback from the drinking water supply source that will be protective of 
drinking water quality. 

• Six months after adoption of State Water Board OWTS regulations, applications received 
by the authorized local agency for the construction of new onsite septic or sewerage 
systems must be in compliance with new OWTS regulations for design and installation. 

Mitigation Measure USS-3c: The onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS) or 
advanced treatment units (ATU) must obtain San Diego RWQCB clearance in addition to 
the County of Riverside, Department of Environmental Health (DEH) approval if the daily 
estimated average wastewater flow discharged onsite is greater than 1,200 gallons per day 
and/or if the aforementioned San Diego RWQCB general waiver conditions cannot be met. 
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Significance after Mitigation: Less than significant. 

Impact USS-4: The Proposed Project could exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
RWQCB. 

Impact: Potentially significant. 

The Proposed Project would manage wastewater generated onsite through the use of an 
onsite wastewater treatment system or advanced treatment unit. As discussed in Impact 
USS-3, the onsite wastewater treatment system heavily relies on proper soil conditions to 
ensure proper treatment of the discharged effluent. If the soil conditions as depicted in the 
soils percolation report preclude the use of an OWTS, an advanced treatment unit (ATU) 
will be proposed. By properly designing the ATU, it would have the capability to treat 
wastewater and reduce BOD, suspended solids, nitrogen, and other sewerage constituents 
so that it would not cause a significant impact on the environment, including water quality 
and public health. Additionally, as required by Mitigation Measures USS-3a and USS-3b, the 
OWTS or ATU would comply with San Diego RWQCB Conditional Waiver No. 1, including 
general waiver conditions 1.I.A and specific waiver conditions 1.II.A. As specified in 
San Diego RWQCB Conditional Waiver No. 1, discharges from onsite disposal systems that 
comply with the general and specific waiver conditions in Conditional Waiver No. 1 are not 
expected to pose a significant threat to the quality of waters of the state. Therefore, the 
Proposed Project would not exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the RWQCB. 

Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Measures USS-3a, USS-3b, and USS-3c would 
reduce potential impacts related to the exceedance of wastewater treatment requirements of 
the RWQCB. 

Significance after Mitigation: Less than significant. 

Impact USS-5: The Proposed Project could result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider that serves or might serve the project that it has inadequate capacity to 
serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments. 

Impact: No impact. 

The Proposed Project would manage wastewater generated onsite through the use of an 
OWTS or ATU and would not connect to municipal sewer. The Proposed Project would 
have no impact related to the capacity of Western or its ability to provide wastewater 
treatment for its existing commitments, and no such determination of adequate capacity 
would be needed. 

Mitigation: None required. 

Impact USS-6: The Proposed Project could be served by a landfill with insufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the Proposed Project’s solid waste disposal needs. 

Impact: Less than significant. 

The Riverside County General Plan (Riverside County, 2003a) indicates that landfills in the 
area have sufficient capacity to accommodate the solid waste disposal needs of the Proposed 
Project.  
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The Proposed Project would generate solid waste from plant operations and maintenance 
and routine office/administrative activities. Waste types include construction debris; 
household waste; universal waste (e.g., light bulbs); recyclable waste (e.g., paper, cans, 
bottles, and metal); electronic waste; used oil; lubricant; antifreeze; batteries; and tires. 
Construction waste (e.g., overburden and excavated rock) would be placed in onsite berms 
and stockpiles. Recyclables, hazardous waste and universal waste would be diverted from 
disposal at El Sobrante Landfill. These wastes would be transported by a specialized waste 
service company either to an appropriate hazardous waste facility for disposal or to a 
recycling facility. The transporter and disposal companies would be audited by Granite to 
determine whether they comply with federal, state, and local regulations before being 
contracted, and periodically thereafter. No onsite burial of putrescible waste and/or inert 
debris is proposed or allowed as part of the Proposed Project. 

The remaining solid waste, approximately 624 yd3 per year, would be disposed of at 
El Sobrante Landfill. The CIWMB includes conversion factors for various compositions of 
solid waste (http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/leatraining/Resources/CDI/Tools/ 
Calculations.htm). Using a conversion factor of 2,400 pounds per cubic yard identified for 
loose construction debris, including asphalt or concrete, the Proposed Project would dispose 
approximately 750 tons of solid waste per year. The maximum permitted disposal volume 
for the El Sobrante Landfill is 10,000 tons per day, and its annual disposal average for years 
2005 through 2007 was 2,215,170 tons, or 6,068 tons per day. By comparison, the Proposed 
Project disposal requirements represent approximately 0.03 percent of the disposal tonnage 
received by El Sobrante on annual average basis for the years 2005 through 2007. 
Furthermore, over this period, the El Sobrante Landfill received approximately 61 percent of 
the maximum permitted daily disposal volume. Given the estimated solid waste quantity 
annually generated by the Proposed Project, it is anticipated that the El Sobrante Landfill, 
while operating, would have sufficient capacity to accept the solid waste to be disposed by 
the Proposed Project. 

The CIWMB specifies that the El Sobrante Landfill has a remaining capacity of 
approximately 64 percent capacity, or 118,573,531 yd3; however, the CIWMB also identifies a 
closure date of January 1, 2030, for the landfill, which commenced operation in 1986. In this 
respect, the El Sobrante Landfill would likely close prior to the termination of Proposed 
Project activities. Given the Proposed Project solid waste disposal requirements, by 
comparison to the disposal requirements of other users of the El Sobrante Landfill, the 
Proposed Project would be easily accommodated by the regional capacity needs for landfill 
disposal after closure of the El Sobrante Landfill. For example, Gregory Canyon Limited is 
currently completing a permit application package for the proposed Gregory Canyon 
Landfill, which is scheduled for submission to the CIWMB on June 15, 2009 (San Diego 
County, 2009). Gregory Canyon Landfill would be located approximately 12 miles from the 
Proposed Project and would accommodate up to 1 million tons of waste per year, for 
approximately 30 years (San Diego County, 2002). By comparison, the annual disposal 
requirements of the Proposed Project (approximately 750 tons per year) represent 
approximately 0.075 percent of Gregory Canyon Landfill anticipated annual disposal 
tonnage. 

Mitigation: None required. 
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Impact USS-7: The Proposed Project could be out of compliance with federal, state, and local 
statutes and regulations related to solid wastes, including the Riverside CIWMP. 

Impact: No impact. 

Under the Proposed Project, used asphalt and broken concrete would be collected, 
stockpiled, crushed, screened, and reused. The recycling plant would produce recycled base 
rock, recycled asphalt product, or both for recycling by the hot-mix asphalt plant. The 
facility would be operated in compliance with the rules and regulations under the Riverside 
CIWMP, as enforced by Riverside County Department of Environmental Health. 
Additionally, the Proposed Project would accept aggregate and asphalt from others for 
recycling and reuse. Therefore, the Proposed Project provides services consistent with the 
CIWMB goal of green building construction. Solid waste generated by the Proposed Project 
would be disposed at El Sobrante Landfill, which accepts waste types according to its 
permit from the CIWMB. Therefore, noncompliance with solid waste statutes, including the 
Riverside CIWMP, is not anticipated as a result of the Proposed Project. 

Mitigation: None required. 

Impact USS-8: The Proposed Project could impact the following, requiring or resulting in the 
construction of new facilities or the expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental effects: 

• Electricity 
• Natural gas 
• Communication systems 
• Stormwater drainage 
• Street lighting 
• Maintenance of public facilities, including roads 
• Other governmental services 
• Adopted energy conservation plans 

Impact: Less than significant. 

Electricity. The Site is located in the SCE service district and is transected by transmission 
lines owned by SDG&E. Connecting to the SCE existing power lines would require new 
construction of electric transmission lines to the nearest connection, located up to 4 miles 
from the Site, near Temecula (SCE, 2005; see Appendix O-2). Possible construction scenarios 
include those that potentially require the construction of a new substation, undergrounding 
lines, and crossing SMER and the SDG&E service territory. Because of the construction 
requirements, connecting to SCE is not considered feasible. Because the Site is not located in 
the SDG&E service territory, it cannot connect to the SDG&E power lines. Therefore, the 
Proposed Project includes construction and operation of natural gas-fired engines that 
would generate up to 12 MW onsite. Because it would generate its own electricity and 
would not create demand on existing electrical and power generation facilities, the 
Proposed Project would not result in an impact on the existing electricity system. 

Natural gas. SCGC provided a Can and Will Serve letter (see Appendix O-1) indicating it 
can and would serve the Proposed Project. Therefore, impacts related to natural gas are 
anticipated to be less than significant. 
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Communication systems. The Proposed Project would not require the extension of any 
communication systems. Communication at the Site would be provided by the use of 
wireless (cellular) phone service and two-way radio system. No impacts to existing 
communication systems would result from implementing the Proposed Project. 

Stormwater drainage. The Proposed Project would not connect to existing storm drain 
facilities or require installation of new facilities. No impacts are anticipated related to 
stormwater drainage as a result of implementation of the Proposed Project because it would 
not connect to any existing facilities or require the construction of any new offsite facilities. 
Section 3.7 provides an evaluation of potential impacts associated with stormwater 
drainage. 

Street lighting. The Site would have onsite lighting that would be installed and maintained 
as part of the Proposed Project. Therefore, no impacts to lighting systems provided by the 
Riverside County Public Works Department would result. Section 3.1 addresses potential 
lighting impacts. 

Maintenance of public facilities, including roads. The Proposed Project would add 
approximately 80 to 800 daily truck roundtrips for transporting quarry products to I-15, 
crossing the Rainbow Valley Boulevard intersection. This could result in additional road 
maintenance at the Rainbow Valley Boulevard intersection. The additional truck traffic 
would not result in a need for additional maintenance of I-15 because aggregate is currently 
transported from quarries north of Temecula through southwestern Riverside County on 
I-15 to construction jobs or concrete and asphalt plants in San Diego County. Because road 
maintenance impacts associated with the Proposed Project are limited to the Rainbow 
Valley Boulevard intersection, the potential impacts related to maintenance of public roads 
resulting from implementation of the Proposed Project are less than significant. The 
Proposed Project would have no impact on maintenance of other public facilities, such as 
parks. 

Other governmental services. Law enforcement would be provided by the Riverside 
County Southwest Station, approximately 12 miles from the Site. The CHP provides service 
for incidents on I-15 from the Rainbow Inspection Facility. The Proposed Project would 
employ approximately 100 workers, and would only be accessed by those working at 
Liberty Quarry or associated with the mining operation (i.e., material delivery contractors). 
In this regard, the Proposed Project is not anticipated to create a significant demand for 
additional police services and would have a minimal effect on existing police services.  

The Riverside County Fire Department, Station Nos. 92, 12, and 73, would respond to an 
incident at the Proposed Project. From these stations, the first unit should arrive within 6 to 
7 minutes after dispatch, the second unit within 7 to 8 minutes after dispatch, and the third 
unit within 10 to 11 minutes after dispatch. These times are approximate and meet the 
response and protection goals. Because there are 19 permanently staffed stations within the 
Southwest Division of the Riverside County Fire Department, it is not anticipated that the 
Proposed Project would require the expansion of existing fire services.  

The Proposed Project would employ approximately 100 workers; this demand for workers 
is not anticipated to affect the demand for other governmental services, such as libraries or 
schools.  
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Energy Conservation. The Riverside County General Plan (Riverside County, 2003a) promotes 
energy efficiency and conservation. The Proposed Project would purchase energy-efficient 
equipment, when possible, and use energy-savings estimates as one basis for purchasing 
decisions for major energy-using devices. The Proposed Project would comply with relevant 
building codes, such as adhering to the requirements of Title 24, California Energy Code. 
Specific measures included in the Proposed Project are the use of best available technology 
for the power generation facility such as use of the following: 

• Motors that have horsepower as close to actual horsepower consumption as possible, 
reducing reactive power and increasing total power factor for each motor application 

• Premium efficiency motors with either soft starts or variable frequency drives 

• Low-pressure sodium vapor lamps (which would also meet the light requirements from 
the Palomar Observatory) 

• Fluorescent lamps in all building interiors  

Mitigation: None required.  

 

 




