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6.0 RECORDS OF SURVEY 

6.1 PURPOSE AND REQUIREMENTS FOR A RECORD OF SURVEY 
 

In an effort to standardize the filing of Records of Survey and Corner Records in California, 

several organizations have participated in developing A Guide to the Preparation of Records of 

Survey and Corner Records:  

 

 County Engineers Association of California (CEAC); 

 League of California Surveying Organizations (LCSO); 

 Caltrans; and 

 California Land Surveyor’s Association (CLSA). 

 

The Guide to the Preparation of Records of Survey and Corner Records was originally written in 

1989 and was last updated on March 27, 2009. It was the intent of those involved to make it 

current from its last revision, but changes in law since that date need to be taken into account by 

anyone using that document. If there is a conflict with Records of Survey and Corner Records 

and current law, current law should be used to make any decision. Excerpts from the Guide to 

the Preparation of Records of Survey and Corner Records are used in this Map Preparation 

Manual, and the entire Guide can be found in Appendix B.  

 

The record of survey is the means by which field surveys relating to property lines, land 

boundaries, or other subjects are brought to public attention. The Professional Land Surveyors’ 

Act (Business and Professions Code, Chapter 15, Section 8700 et. seq.) provides that a record of 

survey made in conformance with the practice of land surveying as defined therein may be filed 

with the County Surveyor of the county in which the survey was made. It further provides that a 

record of all surveys relating to land boundaries or property lines shall be filed when certain 

conditions exist. 

 

The thrust of the law is clearly that all property surveys be recorded and that all monuments set 

to denote property corners or boundary lines be made a public record, while surveys of other 

types and for the other purposes may be recorded as desired, as provided by the Professional 

Land Surveyors’ Act. 

 

 

6.2 RECORD OF SURVEY REQUIRED 
 

A record of survey is required of any field survey relating to land boundaries or property lines 

whenever the survey discloses any of the following: 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tlma.co.riverside.ca.us/images/transsm.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.tlma.co.riverside.ca.us/trans/info_ops_pms.html&h=100&w=100&sz=5&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=jdtvQmGkl6QXmM:&tbnh=82&tbnw=82&prev=/images?q=tlma+logo+riverside+county&ndsp=20&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&sa=N


Riverside County Transportation Department, Survey Division 
Map Preparation Manual 

6.0 Records of Survey 
 

 

 

April 2010  6-2 

 Material evidence or physical change; 

 Material discrepancy; 

 Lines not shown; 

 Points or lines set during a survey and not shown; or 

 After establishment of a lost corner. 

 

 

6.2.1 Material Evidence or Physical Change 
 

Material evidence or physical change, which in whole or in part does not appear on any 

previously filed or recorded subdivision map, official map, record of survey, or survey record 

maintained by the Bureau of Land Management of the United States. 

 

Material evidence has been defined as evidence of sufficient importance as to affect the outcome 

of a court case, and includes, but is not limited to, the particular items mentioned in Section 8764 

of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act. This section requires that the record of survey show 

monuments both found and set; however, the resetting of a previously recorded monument that 

has become dilapidated would not in and of itself require the filing of a new record of survey but 

merely a corner record. As long as the purpose and functional identity of the previously recorded 

monument is maintained by the new monument, and as long as the record (of the monument) is 

not abrogated by the new monument, there would be no need for a new record of survey. 

 

Physical change would apply to topographic or landmark features of importance to the survey 

that, if not noted, may adversely affect the interpretation of the survey. In regard to monuments, 

physical change would include the discovery of any evidence pertinent to a monument (except as 

discussed above) that differs from the previous existing record of said monument.  

 

When the monument to any corner of the Public Survey of the United States or any accessory 

thereto (or any other survey corner or control point at the option of the Land Surveyor or Civil 

Engineer) is found, reset, or used as control in a survey and the same is not shown on a 

previously recorded record of survey, official map, or subdivision map, such corner or control 

point shall be reported by means of a corner record or record of survey, as required by the 

Professional Land Surveyors Act. 

 

 

6.2.2 Material Discrepancy 
 

A material discrepancy with a map of prior record as specified in Section 8762, or other evidence 

that, by reasonable analysis, might result in alternate positions of lines or points. Sections 

8762(b) and 8765(d) of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act limits a material discrepancy to 

material discrepancy in the position of points or lines, or in dimensions. 

 

A material discrepancy would be any discrepancy in dimensions or positions occurring between 
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the current survey and a survey or map of prior record such that alternate or varying conclusions 

or interpretations might arise between the two. Factors such as the date(s) of the survey(s), the 

survey methods and equipment contemporary with said date(s), land values, and the 

requirements of the survey(s), would combine to determine the seriousness of the discrepancy, at 

which time a professional judgment would be rendered to dictate the subsequent course of 

action. 

 

 

6.2.3 Lines Not Shown 
 

Any line or lines not shown on a map of prior record, the positions of which are not ascertainable 

from an inspection of such map. 

 

 

6.2.4 Points or Lines Set during a Survey and Not Shown 
 

The points or lines set during a survey of any parcel described in any deed or other instrument of 

title recorded in the County Recorder’s Office and not shown on any subdivision map, official 

map, or record of survey. This includes new lines created by lot line adjustments that are 

monumented or are established during the course of a field survey. 

 

 

6.2.5 After Establishment of a Lost Corner 
 

After the establishment of a lost corner, as defined by the Manual of Instructions for the Survey 

of the Public Lands of the United States. (8773 (b)) 

 

 

6.3 RECORD OF SURVEY NOT REQUIRED 
 

A record of survey is not required per Section 8765 if any of the following conditions exist:  

 

 The survey has been made by a public officer in his or her official capacity and a 

reproducible copy thereof, showing all data required by Section 8764 with the exception 

of the recorder’s statement, has been filed with the County Surveyor of the county in 

which the land is located; 

 The survey was made by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management; 

 A Final Map or Parcel Map is in preparation for recording under the provisions of the 

Subdivision Map Act; 

 When the survey is a retracement of lines shown on a subdivision map, official map, or a 

record of survey, where no material discrepancies with those records are found and 

sufficient monumentation is found to establish the precise location of property corner 

thereon, provided that a corner record is filed for any property corners which are set or 

reset or found to be of a different character than indicated by prior records; 
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 When the survey is of interior lots in a mobile home park provided that the park has not 

converted to residential ownership or no subdivision map, official map or record of 

survey has been previously filed of record; and/or 

 A record of survey cannot be used to create a division of land. All divisions of land must 

be made by means of a subdivision map, unless exempted by the Subdivision Map Act; 

and/or 

 Any line shown on a record of survey map which does not represent an existing title line 

and which appears to create a new parcel of land should be clearly labeled as to its 

purpose. 
 
 
6.4 RECORD OF SURVEY SUBMITTALS 
 
The Surveyor/Engineer shall furnish the following material to the Survey Division: 
 

 Two sets of prints of Record of Survey maps; 

 Checking deposit per fee ordinance (Ordinance 671); 

 Vesting deed for parcel(s) surveyed; 

 If property being surveyed is not a parcel created by a map, then submit deeds or other 
information showing compliance with the Subdivision Map Act; 

 Complete reference/research materials used to prepare the survey;  

 Maps must have all data required to allow for a complete map check with first set of 
prints, including complete survey data; and 

 G.P.S. data sheets, if applicable. 
 
Note: Records of Survey fees are on a deposit base/actual cost basis. The more information you 

give the County Surveyor, the less time it should take to check your map, which in turn 
will result in lower checking fees. 

 
 
6.4.1 Record of Survey Monumenting Waived Parcel Maps 
 
The Surveyor/Engineer shall furnish the following material to the Survey Division when a 
Records of Survey is submitted for monumenting waived parcel maps, except in an incorporated 
city: 
 

 Submit a copy of the recorded Certificate of Compliance or if the Certificate of 
Compliance is not recorded, submit a transmittal stating the waived parcel map number; 

 The Certificate of Compliance will have to record prior to the recordation of the Record 
of Survey (see Section 6.5.5 for additional note); and 

 If the above information is unavailable, place the County Surveyor’s Note (shown in 
Section 6.5.6) on the Record of Survey. 
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6.4.2 Record of Survey Showing Lot Line Adjustments 
 

The Surveyor/Engineer shall furnish the following material to the Survey Division when a 

Record of Survey is submitted for showing lot line adjustments, except in an incorporated city: 

 

 Submit a copy of the approved Lot Line Adjustment filed with the County Planning 

Department; 

 Submit copy of recorded grant deeds for adjusted parcels (see Section 6.5.5. for 

additional note); 

 You will be instructed when to submit the original mylar and direct positive mylar 

(DPM) copy along with the correct recording fee; and 

 If the above information is unavailable, place the County Surveyor’s Note (shown in 

Section 6.5.6) on the Record of Survey. 

 

 

 

6.5 RECORD OF SURVEY STATEMENTS 
 

6.5.1 Surveyorôs Statement 
 

SURVEYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

This map correctly represents a survey made by me or under my direction in conformance with 

the requirements of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act, at the request of (name of person 

authorizing survey) in (Month), 20_____. 

 

 
 

(signed) 

 

L.S. (or R.C.E.) No: ________ 

 

SEAL/STAMP 

 

(For the seal/stamp, leave an area at least 2 

inches square clear of writing). 
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6.5.2 County Surveyorôs Statement 
 

COUNTY SURVEYOR’S STATEMENT 

 

This map has been examined in accordance with Section 8766 of the Professional Land 

Surveyors’ Act this _______ day of _________, 20______.  

 
 

 

Kenneth D. Teich, County Surveyor 

 

L.S. 5705 

 

 

SEAL/STAMP 

 

(For the seal/stamp, leave an area at least 2 

inches square clear of writing). 

 

Note:  Leave ample room for day and month. 

 

 

6.5.3 Recorderôs Statement 
 

Place in upper right hand corner only. 

 

RECORDER’S STATEMENT 

 

Filed this _______ day of _________, 20___, at _______.m. in Book ______ Records of Survey, 

at Page _______, at the request of the County Surveyor. 

 

 
No. _____________ 

Fee _____________ 

Larry W. Ward, Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder 

 

By: ______________________________, Deputy 

 

Note:  Leave ample room for day and month. 
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6.5.4 County Surveyorôs Certificate of Compliance 
 

When applicable: 

 

COUNTY SURVEYOR’S CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

 

This map has been examined this _______ day of _________, 20______ for compliance with the 

provisions of the Subdivision Map Act and any applicable local ordinance enacted pursuant 

thereto. 

 
 

 

Kenneth D. Teich, County Surveyor 

 

L.S. 5705 

 

 

SEAL/STAMP 

 

(For the seal/stamp, leave an area at least 2 

inches square clear of writing). 

 

Note:  Leave ample room for day and month. 

 

 

6.5.5 City Engineerôs Certificate of Compliance 
 

When applicable and when located in an incorporated city: 

 

CITY ENGINEER’S CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

 

This map has been examined this _______ day of _________, 20______, for compliance with 

the provisions of the Subdivision Map Act and any applicable local ordinance enacted pursuant 

thereto. 

 

 
 

 

City Engineer 

 

 

 

SEAL/STAMP 

 

(For the seal/stamp, leave an area at least 2 

inches square clear of writing). 

 

Note:  Leave ample room for day and month. 
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If property surveyed was established in accordance with one of the following, add the 

appropriate note to the map: 

 

THE PROPERTY SHOWN HEREON IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE NO. ____________ RECORDED ON 

_____________ AS INSTRUMENT NO. ___________, APPROVED BY THE 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT. 

 

THE PROPERTY SHOWN HEREON IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

CERTIFICATE OF PARCEL MERGER NO. ____________ RECORDED ON 

_____________ AS INSTRUMENT NO. ___________, APPROVED BY THE 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT. 

 

THE PROPERTY SHOWN HEREON IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOT LINE 

ADJUSTMENT NO. __________ RECORDED ON ___________ AS 

INSTRUMENT NO. ___________, APPROVED BY THE RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT. 

 

 

6.5.6 County Surveyorôs Note 
 

COUNTY SURVEYOR’S NOTE 

 

The County Surveyor has not established as of the date of recording of this Record of Survey 

that the land shown in this Record of Survey is in compliance with the provisions of the 

Subdivision Map Act, Division 2 (commencing with Section 66410) of Title 7 of the 

Government Code and Riverside County Ordinance 460. The parcel(s) shown on this survey may 

not have been legally created and therefore may not be buildable parcel(s). 

 
 

 

Kenneth D. Teich, County Surveyor 

 

L.S. 5705 

 

 

SEAL/STAMP 

 

(For the seal/stamp, leave an area at least 2 

inches square clear of writing). 

 

Note:  If the Record of Survey falls within a city, delete ñand Riverside County 

Ordinance 460.ò 
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6.6 PARCELS CREATED BY PUBLIC AGENCIES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 

6.6.1 All Parcels 

 

The following statement shall be shown on all Records of Survey when the parcel shown falls 

under Riverside County Ordinance 460 Section 2.2 J(3): 

 

NOTE:  

The parcel surveyed is not a legal parcel and does not constitute a land division 

under the Subdivision Map Act or Riverside County Ordinance No. 460 Section 

2.2 J(3) at the present time. Any further sale, lease or financing of the parcel 

surveyed may require land division approval 

 

 

 

6.6.2 Southern California Edison Parcels 

 

The following statement shall be shown on all Records of Survey when the parcel shown falls 

under Riverside County Ordinance No. 460 Section 2.2 J(3): 

 

The parcel surveyed is not a legal parcel and does not constitute a land division 

under the Subdivision Map Act or Riverside County Ordinance No. 460, Section 

2.2 J(3) at the present time. The sale, lease, or financing of the parcel surveyed to 

an entity other than a governmental agency, public utility, public entity, or a 

subsidiary of a public utility for further conveyance to a public utility for right of 

way purposes may require review by the County of Riverside for compliance with 

the Subdivision May Act and County ordinances in effect at the time of 

conveyance. 
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6.7 RECORD OF SURVEY CHECKLIST  
 

AUTHORITY: Professional Land Surveyors’ Act 

 

First Check: ________________________ 

Recheck: __________________________ 

Surveyor/Engineer: __________________ 

 

Survey requested by: _________________ 

 

File No: _____________________________ 

Date: _______________________________ 

Checked by: _________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

 

____ SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING FOR RECORDATION: SIGNED AND STAMPED ORIGINAL 

MYLAR AND A DIRECT POSITIVE MYLAR (DPM) OF THE ORIGINAL. 

____ Submit check payable to Riverside County Recorder in the amount of ______ for recording fee.  

 If requesting a conformed DPM to be returned to surveyor, submit an additional DPM and add an 

additional ______ to the recording fee. 

 

BACK -UP DATA 

____ Two Checkprints 

____ Methods and Reasoning Statement  ...................................................................................... (8764) 

____ Maps used to prepare survey ................................................................................................. (8764) 

____ Deeds used to prepare survey ................................................................................................ (8764) 

____ Evidence property created prior to March 4, 1972 or from a recorded subdivision map or a 

Certificate of Compliance issue from the governing agency or by other legal means  ..... (8762.5) 

 

MAP TITLE  

____ Name of City, if applicable ................................................................................................... (8762)  

____ Name of County, California .................................................................................................. (8762)  

____ “RECORD OF SURVEY” .................................................................................................... (8762)  

____ Description of land or line surveyed ..................................................................................... (8764)  

____ Section, Township, Range, or Rancho .................................................................................. (8764)  

____ Date of Survey ...................................................................................................................... (8764)  

____ Sheet numbers ............................................  (Sheet 1 of ____ Sheet(s) in upper right hand corner)  

____ Firm Name and/or Surveyor/Engineer’s name and license number 

 

STATEMENTS 

____ County Recorder’s Statement (in upper right hand corner, Sheet 1 only) ......................... (8764.5) 

____ Surveyor’s Statement, signed and sealed ........................................................................... (8764.5) 

____ County Surveyor’s Statement ............................................................................................ (8764.5) 

____ Certificate per Section 8762.5 (if applicable) 

 

SURVEYORôS NOTES 

____ Basis of Bearings, map of record, celestial observation, or State Plane Coordinates (include Epoch, 

combination factor, and convergence angle  ..................................................... (8764 and 8771.5) 

____ Found monuments and symbol (Recommend solid) ............................................................. (8764) 

____ Set monument symbols (Recommend open) ........................................................................ (8764) 

____ Symbols and non-standard abbreviations defined 

____ Surveyor’s Notes or Legend  ................................................................................................ (8764) 
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MEASURED DATA  

____ Bearings shown (8764) 

____ Distances shown (8764) 

____ Overall bearings shown (8764) 

____ Overall distances shown (8764) 

____ Sum of parts equal total of distance or delta 

(8764) 

____ Traverse calculations 

____ G.P.S. data (if applicable)  

_____ All curve data shown (Delta, Radius, Arc 

Length) (8762) 

_____ All radial bearings shown where required 

(8764) 

_____ Non-tangent curves noted (8764) 

_____ All areas shown (if required) (8764) 

_____ Map loop closures within 0.02 feet 

 

MAP BODY  
____ Map material; tracing cloth or polyester base film; black ink............................................... (8763) 

____ Map size: 18'x26" .................................................................................................................. (8763) 

____ Margin 1" all around ............................................................................................................. (8763) 

____ North Arrow .......................................................................................................................... (8764) 

____ Scale ...................................................................................................................................... (8764) 

Request bar scale for microfilming purposes (4" minimum) 

____ Reference to adjacent tracts or other maps of record when pertinent ................................... (8764) 

____ Legibility of map data ........................................................................................................... (8763) 

____ Street names and widths shown ............................................................................................ (8764) 

____ Reference for all found monuments and acceptance of non-record monuments  ................. (8764)  

____ Reference to deeds of official records if necessary for the establishment of lines or points (8764) 

____ Record data shown when beneficial to the interpretation of lines or points ......................... (8764) 

____ Bearings ____ Distances ______ .......................................................................................... (8764) 

____ Curve Data ____ Other ______ ............................................................................................ (8764) 

____ Detail for clarity .................................................................................................................... (8764) 

____ Arrows to clarify dimensions ................................................................................................ (8764) 

 

SURVEY PROCEDURES 

____ Proportions and other adjustments correct ............................................................................ (8766) 

____ Sectional breakdowns correct ............................................................................................... (8766) 

____ Deed interpretations correct .................................................................................................. (8766) 

____ Monuments tagged, as required ............................................................................................ (8772) 

____ Ties to adjacent lines of record when pertinent .................................................................... (8772) 

____ Survey based upon proper control ........................................................................................ (8764) 

____ Methods of establishment of lines or points shown where necessary  .................................. (8764) 

 

REMARKS:   

  

  

 

To the Surveyor: Pursuant to Section 8767 of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act, the subject map 

should be corrected as indicated on the above checklist and checkprint and returned to this office within 

60 days with the corrected checkprint. 

 

Kenneth D. Teich, County Surveyor 

 

 

By________________________________, Deputy 
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6.7.1 Explanatory Notes for Record of Survey Checklist 
 

The notes below apply to the stated items on the checklist. 

 
MAP TITLE 

 

The recommended title block for the map sheet should contain the essential items listed on the 

Checklist and should, for the sake of conformity, follow the basic format shown on the sample 

sheet. 

 

 
SURVEYORôS NOTES 

 

Basis of Bearings 

The bearings shown on the map should be defined in terms of one of the following: a line 

appearing on an existing map of record, a solar or stellar observation, or a California Coordinate 

System (CCS). 

 

Lines appearing on an existing map of record. The reference line shall be a line between any 

two existing monuments that have been made a part of the current survey and have been shown 

on the map.  

 

The bearing and distance of the reference line shall be shown on the map, and if the distance is 

also of record, it shall be so stated.  

 

Maps acceptable for reference purposes are final maps, parcel maps, records of survey maps, 

City Engineer or County Surveyor maps, and State Highway Department Coordinate Control 

maps. 

 

The form of the note should be substantially as follows: 

 

The basis of bearings for this survey is the North line of the NW¼, Sec. 3, T.7S., 

R.2W., S.B.M., shown on R.S. 54/23-25 as S89°21'58"E. 

 

Solar or stellar observation. If the astronomic observations were made on a line that is 

monumented and shown on the map, the note should make specific reference to that line as, for 

example: 

 

The basis of bearings for this survey is the centerline of Sierra Road, shown 

hereon as N10°15'20"E; as determined by observation of (Polaris) or (the sun). 

 

If the astronomic observations were made on a line not appearing on the map, the note may be 

generalized to indicate that the bearings shown on the map are referred to the true meridian as 

determined by observation of Polaris or the sun. 
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In either case, the field notes of the sun or Polaris observation and connection to the lines on the 

map should be made available to the County Surveyor for review. 

 

The California Coordinate System. When the California Coordinate System (CCS) is used, the 

map shall show the line or lines connecting the survey to the control stations used, showing the 

grid bearings between them, and the relationship between grid north and astronomic north 

(convergence angle).  

 

Should coordinates be shown for points established on the map, the control scheme by means of 

which the coordinates were determined must also be shown on the map. Refer to Section 8813 of 

the Public Resources Code. 

 

The form of the note should be substantially as follows: 

 

The basis of bearings for this survey is the California Coordinate System, CCS83, 

Zone 6, as determined locally by the line between USG&GS stations BACHELOR 

and MARCH, as shown herein as: N27°32'15"E. If an FGCS, or its successor order of 

accuracy is claimed for a survey or a map, it shall be justified by additional written 

data that shows equipment, procedures, closures, adjustments, and a control diagram. 

 

Note:  On or after January 1, 1995, Public Resources Code, Section 8817 requires CCS 83 on 

all new surveys and new mapping projects. The Federal Geodetic Control Subcommittee 

(FGCS) was formerly the Federal Geodetic Control Committee. 

 

Any survey based upon the metric system should be clearly identified as such. It is recommended 

that a bold note and/or metric logo be placed conspicuously on the map. 

Other explanatory notes and comments as required. 

 

Also, see Section 1.12. 

 

 
MAP BODY 

 

Legibility of Map Data  

All lettering should be placed so as to be read most conveniently with the North arrow pointing 

away from the reader. The following discusses lines and lettering requirements. 

 

Lines. Normally, the weight of a line is used to denote a specific level of importance, the heavier 

lines being of more importance than the lighter weight lines. It has been customary to represent 

various types of lines as follows. 

 

Lines denoting the boundary of the land requested specifically to be surveyed are shown with 

heavy solid lines, the weight being usually three times greater than that of other lines on the map, 

except the border, unless clarity dictates otherwise. 
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Public street side lines are shown by light solid lines, unless clarity dictates otherwise. 

 

Other lines (adjoining lots, tracts, etc.) are shown as light dashed lines, unless clarity would 

dictate otherwise. Lines that do not contribute to the easy interpretation of the map should be 

kept to a minimum. Other special purpose lines may be used (e.g., centerlines, county boundary 

lines, section lines, control lines, etc.) but should be clearly identified by note or symbol. 

Grayscale lines are not allowed. 

 

Lettering.  Lettering should be of an open, rounded style, either vertical or slanted, and of a size 

that can be reproduced via microfilming, scanning, or equivalent processes and still be easily 

read. Experience has indicated that the minimum size of lettering that will meet these 

requirements is 0.08" with a pen size that will keep the letters open. A sufficient space should 

be left between any letters and lines to insure that the lettering will not bleed into the lines when 

reproducing a map copy from microfilm. Ghosting, shadow, and “grey-scale” fonts shall not be 

used (see memo/letter from Assessor- County Clerk - Recorder, dated March 1, 2004, in 

Appendix A).  

 

 

Adjacent Subdivisions, etc. on Map Body 

The relationship to those portions of adjacent tracts, streets, or senior conveyances that have 

common lines with the survey. For the sake of clarity, this information should be shown in light 

dashed lines (though dark enough to be microfilmed). 

 

 

References for Found Monuments  

All monuments shown as “Found” on the map shall be described as to type, material, height 

relative to the ground surface, stamping/tagging, with a reference to a record map or field book 

where the monument was shown as having been set or accepted for use as the corner cited. If no 

record can be found to substantiate the monument, indicate same by stating “No reference.” It is 

recommended that untagged monuments used for control or accepted as corners should be tagged 

by the preparer of the map.  All monuments, found or set, shall be tied in to the map. 

 

 

6.7.2 Items that Expedite the Record of Survey Checking Process 
 

(To be submitted with first check, but not required) 

 

 All supporting documentation (legible copies); 

 Record maps, miscellaneous county maps, government plats and notes, corner records, 

ties; 

 Private surveyors notes, plats; 

 Deeds used to prepare survey; 
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 Verification of legal lot: (pre 1972 deed; recorded Lot Line Adjustment and Grant Deed, 

recorded Certificate of Compliance, and recorded Parcel Merger; 

 Copy of latest assessor’s map available from assessor’s office; 

 Any other data pertinent to survey; 

 Two prints; three if located in a city or on the county line (1
st
 check only); 

 Calculation sheets; 

 Closures (overall control boundary, all loop closures using coordinates generated by 

boundary closure; 

 Any double proportion, compass rule adjustments, calculations, etc.; 

 Key map showing point numbers in an easily decipherable format; and 

 G.P.S. data sheets. 

 

(To expedite the checking process and reduce the checking cost, submit any of the above items 

that may apply to your map.) 

 

 

6.8 CORNER RECORDS 
 

6.8.1 Purpose and Requirements for Corner Records 
 

The corner record is the means by which the re-establishment or rehabilitation of public land 

survey corners or other property corners may be made of record and brought to public attention. 

The Professional Land Surveyors’ Act (Business and Professions Code, Chapter 15, Division 3, 

Section 8700 et. seq.) provides that: 

 

1. A corner record shall be filed for every public land survey corner or accessory, except a “lost 

corner,” which is found, set, reset or used as control in any survey by a Land Surveyor or 

Civil Engineer. (8773(a)) 

 

After the establishment of a lost corner, as defined by the Manual of Instructions for the 

Survey of the public Lands of the United States, a record of survey shall be filed as set forth 

in Section 8764. (8773(b)) 

 

A licensed Land Surveyor or registered Civil Engineer may file a corner record as to any 

property corners, property controlling corners, reference monuments or accessories to a 

property corner. (8773(c)) 

 

The filing of a corner record with the County Surveyor does not relieve the Professional 

Land Surveyor or Civil Engineer authorized to practice land surveying of the responsibility 

to file a record of survey if required by Section 8762 of the Professional Land Surveyors’ 

Act. 
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2. A corner record shall be filed in lieu of a record of survey when the survey is a retracement 

of lines shown on a subdivision map, official map or record of survey, where no material 

discrepancies with such record are found and sufficient monumentation is recovered to 

precisely locate the record corner positions and any property corners set, reset or found to be 

of a different character than indicated by prior records are shown thereon. (8765(d)) 

 

3. No corner record needs to be filed (8773.4) when: 

 A corner record is on file and the corner is found as described in the existing corner 

record. 

 All conditions of Section 8773 are complied with by proper notation on a record of 

survey or subdivision map filed in compliance with the Land Surveyors’ Act or 

Subdivision Map Act. 

 Section 8773.4 shall not apply to maps filed prior to effective date of said section. 

(Section 8773.4 was enacted on January 1, 1973). 

 When the survey is a survey of a mobilehome park interior lot as defined in Section 

18210 of the Health and Safety Code, provided that no subdivision map, official map, or 

record of survey has been previously filed for the interior lot or no conversion to 

residential ownership has occurred pursuant to Section 66428.1 of the Government Code. 

 The corner record was created to fill the need for a short and inexpensive method of 

making survey information available to the public without the necessity of a record of 

survey. The County Engineers Association of California believes that the following 

interpretation of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act as it relates to corner records is a 

reasonable approach and in line with the purpose for which the corner record was created. 

4. Corner records shall be legibly drawn in ink or pencil (H lead or less). (Some counties will 

only accept ink). (All signatures to be in ink). 

5. The corner record should be legible, clear, and dark enough for archival and reproduction 

purposes.  Ghosting, color, or grey-scale is not allowed. 

6. A Corner Record shall be a single 8.5" x 11" sheet that may consist of a front and back page. 

7. When monuments are recovered, their record should be identified. “No record” or “No 

reference” monuments should be identified as such. 

8. The corner record should clearly indicate the survey control and method used to determine 

the location of all monuments set. 

9. A corner record may be used when monuments are set to replace monuments previously 

shown on the subdivision map, official map or record of survey. 

10. More than one monument can be shown on a corner record provided the sketch is adequate to 

indicate how each monument was set and its relationship to other monuments of record. 

11. The survey of a parcel described by a “metes and bounds” description and not shown on a 
previously filed or recorded subdivision map, official map, or record of survey requires that a 

record of survey be filed. 
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12. A corner record shall be filed on lots within a subdivision where no original monuments are 

shown to be set, provided there is no material discrepancy with record and sufficient 

monumentation is found to establish the precise location of property corner thereon. (8765d)) 

13. Sections 8762 (b) and 8765 (d) of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act limits “material 
discrepancy” to the material discrepancy in the position of points or lines, or in dimensions. 

14. A reference to the California Coordinate System is optional at the discretion of the 

submitting surveyor. Refer to Sections 8813 and 8817 of the Public Resources Code. 

15. Any survey based upon the metric system should be clearly identified as such. It is 

recommended that a bold note and/or metric logo be placed on the page with the drawing. 

 

 

6.8.2 Guidelines for Corner Records 
 

A Corner Record may be filed with the approval of the County Surveyor, provided that the 

monument in question complies with Sections 8773 through 8773.4 of the Professional Land 

Surveyors' Act and the instructions from the State Board of Registration for Professional 

Engineers. Said instructions are found on the Corner Record Form and are as follows: 

 
A CORNER RECORD MAY BE USED TO REPORT THE RECOVERY OR PERPETUATION OF 

SURVEY MONUMENTS OR TO SHOW THE REESTABLISHMENT OF MONUMENTS WHERE 

FIELD CONDITIONS AGREE SUBSTANTIALLY WITH RECORD. 

 

1.  The corner record is to be prepared by a licensed land surveyor or registered civil engineer 

and filed with the County Surveyor (or County Engineer) of the County in which the corner 

is located. 

2.  A corner record shall be filed within 90 days of the date of recovery, use or re-Establishment 

of a corner unless the corner is to be shown on a Record of Survey, parcel map, or final map 

derived from the survey that used or located said corner. 

3.  A corner record may be filed to show the perpetuation of any existing or obliterated corner 

(but not lost) of the surveyor the public lands, as said corners are defined in the "Manual of 

Instructions for the Survey of Public Lands of the United States" by the Bureau of Land 

Management. The identification of such corners shall be if possible in accordance with the 

system of identification given by said manual of instructions. 

4.  At the option of the Surveyor or Engineer, a corner record may be filed for property corners, 

property controlling corners, reference monuments or accessories to property corners when 

the County Surveyor or County Engineer determines that none of the conditions requiring a 

Record of Survey exist as outlined in Section 8762 of the Land Surveyors' Act. 

5.  The County Surveyor or County Engineer shall examine the corner record within 20 days for 

conformance with Section 8773 of the Land Surveyors' Act. Upon determination that the 

above listed conditions are satisfied and that the information required elsewhere on this form 

is complete. The County Surveyor shall file and index the corner record and notify the 

Surveyor/Engineer of such filing. 
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6.  Corner records submitted for surveys that, under Section 8762 of the Land Surveyors’ Act, 

require a Record of Survey, shall be returned to the Surveyor or Engineer together with a 

statement of the reason for such return. 

7.  California Coordinate System data may be shown, but should be accompanied by an 

identification of the source of such information. 

8.  A sketch showing reference ties to accessories or other identifiable objects in the vicinity of 

the corner shall be provided where appropriate. Photographs and/or topography of the 

monument and surrounding area are encouraged. 

9.  For filing purposes, place the Tax Assessor's Parcel Number of the property being surveyed, 

in the lower right hand corner of the delineated sketch area. 
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6.9 SAMPLE RECORD OF SURVEY FORMATS 
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6.10 CORNER RECORD FORM (FRONT AND BACK ï TWO PAGES) 
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