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APPENDICES 
APPENDIX ‘A’ – County of Riverside Friendly Plant List 

• Trees 
• Shrubs 
• Accents / Grasses 
• Groundcovers 
• Vines 
• Turf 
• Plants Not Allowed in Riverside County 
• Plants Not Allowed in Coachella Valley MSHCP 
• Plants Not Allowed in the Vineyard Areas 
• Key to Regions and Water Usage Designations 

 
APPENDIX ‘B’ – Standard Details 
 General Irrigation Details (Potable or Recycled Water) 
  STD. I-001 Wall Mount Controller (in Stainless Steel Enclosure) 
  STD. I-002 Single Controller (in Stainless Steel Enclosure) 
  STD. I-003 Two Controllers (in Double Wide Stainless Steel Enclosure) 
  STD. I-004 Three or More Controllers (with Hub and Antenna) 
  STD. I-005 Weather Station (Post Mounted) 
  STD. I-006 Rainbucket (Post Mounted) 
  STD. I-007 Et Gauge (in Stainless Steel Enclosure) 
  STD. I-008 Rain Sensor (Post Mounted) 
  STD. I-009 Joint Restraint (for Pipe Sizes 4" and Greater) 
  STD. I-010 Elbow with Joint Restraint (for Pipe Sizes 4" and Greater) 
  STD. I-011 Joint Restraint Table (for Pipe Sizes 4" and Greater) 
  STD. I-012 Thrust Blocks for 2” – 3” PVC Fittings 
  STD. I-013 Trench in Landscape 
  STD. I-014 Trench in Hardscape 
  STD. I-015 Street Sleeving 
  STD. I-016 Non-Pressure Lateral Line Crossing Over V-Ditch 
  STD. I-017 Tree Well Bubbler (and Schedule) 
  STD. I-018 Low Voltage Splice Connection 
  STD. I-019 Flow Sensor and Master Valve Cable Pull Box (every 100’) 
  STD. I-020 Low Voltage Wire Connector 
  STD. I-021 Hose Bib (for Potable Water Only) 

 Potable Water Irrigation Details 
  STD. I-022 Typical Water Meter (Connection Only) 
  STD. I-023 Backflow Prevention Device (2 1/2” and Greater) 
  STD. I-024 Backflow Prevention Device (Up to 2”) 
  STD. I-025 Booster Pump (for Irrigation System) 
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  STD. I-026 Basket Strainer (for Irrigation System) 
  STD. I-027 Pressure Regulating Valve 
  STD. I-028 Master Valve (Normally Closed at 12” Depth) 
  STD. I-029 Master Valve (2 ½” and Larger) (Normally Closed at 12” Depth) 
  STD. I-030 Flow Sensor (at 12" depth) 
  STD. I-031 Isolation Gate Valve (for Up To 2 ½” Pressure Supply Line) 
  STD. I-032 Isolation Gate Valve (for 3” and Greater Pressure Supply Line) 
  STD. I-033 Gate Valve with Joint Restraint (for Pipe Sizes 4” and Greater) 
  STD. I-034 Air Relief Valve (for Pressure Supply Line) 
  STD. I-035 Valve Manifold and Quick Coupler (Isolation Ball Valve) 
  STD. I-036 Electric Control Valve (with Ball Valve) 
  STD. I-037 Drip Valve Assembly (with Ball Valve) 
  STD. I-038 Spare Wire Box 
  STD. I-039 Quick Coupling Valve 
  STD. I-040 Manifold Configuration (for Single and Multiple Valves) 
  STD. I-041 Bubbler Nozzle on Riser (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-042 Bubbler Nozzle for Trees on Slopes (with Steel J Hook) 
  STD. I-043 6” Pop-Up Bubbler (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-044 6” Pop-Up Spray Head (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-045 12” Pop-Up Spray Head (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-046 6” Pop-Up Rotor (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-047 12” Pop-Up Rotor (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-048 Shrub Spray on Riser (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-049 Shrub Spray on Riser on Slope (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-050 Shrub Rotor on Riser (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-051 Shrub Rotor on Riser on Slope (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-052 Subsurface Pipe and Tubing Layout (End Fed Configuration) 
  STD. I-053 Subsurface Pipe and Tubing Manifold (End Fed Configuration) 
  STD. I-054 Subsurface Pipe and Tubing Layout (Center Fed Configuration) 
  STD. I-055 Subsurface Pipe and Tubing Manifold (Center Fed Configuration) 
  STD. I-056 Air / Vacuum Relief Valve (on Sub-Surface Tubing) 
  STD. I-057 Flush Valve (on Sub-Surface Tubing) 
  STD. I-058 Air / Vacuum Relief Valve (on PVC) 
  STD. I-059 Auto Flush Valve (on PVC) 
  STD. I-060 Subsurface Tubing Spacing and Depth 
  STD. I-061 Point to Point Irrigation (with Below Grade Lateral) 
  STD. I-062 Emitter on Flexible Riser (with Below Grade Lateral Line) 
  STD. I-063 Manual Flush Valve Assembly (for Point to Point Drip) 
  STD. I-064 Point to Point Irrigation (with On Grade Lateral) 
  STD. I-065 Emitter on Flexible Riser (with On Grade Lateral Line) 
  STD. I-066 Tree Emitter on Flexible Riser (with On Grade Lateral Line) 
  STD. I-067 Drip Irrigation to Trees (with Multi-Port Emitter) 
  STD. I-068 Drip Irrigation to Shrubs (with Multi-Port Emitter) 
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 Recycled Water Irrigation Details 
  STD. I-069 Typical Water Meter Connection 
  STD. I-070 Backflow Prevention Device (2 1/2” and Greater) 
  STD. I-071 Backflow Prevention Device (Up to 2”) 
  STD. I-072 Booster Pump (for irrigation system) 
  STD. I-073 Basket Strainer (for irrigation system) 
  STD. I-074 Pressure Regulating Valve 
  STD. I-075 Master Valve (at 12” Depth) 
  STD. I-076 Master Valve (at 12” depth 2” and greater pressure supply line) 
  STD. I-077 Flow Sensor (at 12" depth) 
  STD. I-078 Isolation Gate Valve (for Up To 2 ½” Pressure Supply Line) 
  STD. I-079 Isolation Gate Valve for 3" and Greater Pressure Supply Line) 
  STD. I-080 Gate Valve with Joint Restraint (for Pipe Sizes 4" and Greater) 
  STD. I-081 Air Relief Valve (for pressure supply line) 
  STD. I-082 Valve Manifold Isolation Ball Valve 
  STD. I-083 Electric Control Valve (with ball valve) 
  STD. I-084 Drip Valve Assembly (with ball valve) 
  STD. I-085 Spare Wire Box 
  STD. I-086 Quick Coupling Valve 
  STD. I-087 Manifold Configuration (for Single and Multiple Valves) 
  STD. I-088 Bubbler Nozzle on Riser (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-089 Bubbler Nozzle for Trees on Slopes (with Steel “J” Hook) 
  STD. I-090 6” Pop-Up Bubbler (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-091 6” Pop-Up Spray Head (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-092 12” Pop-Up Spray Head (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-093 6” Pop-Up Rotor (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-094 12” Pop-Up Rotor (with External Check Valve) 
  STD. I-095 Shrub Spray on Riser (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-096 Shrub Spray on Riser on Slope (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-097 Shrub Rotor on Riser (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-098 Shrub Rotor on Riser on Slope (with Check Valve) 
  STD. I-099 Recycled Water Signage (per Local District Standards) 
  STD. I-100 Subsurface Pipe and Tubing Layout (End Fed Configuration) 
  STD. I-101 Subsurface Pipe and Tubing Manifold (End Fed Configuration) 
  STD. I-102 Subsurface Pipe and Tubing Layout (Center Fed Configuration) 
  STD. I-103 Subsurface Pipe and Tubing Manifold (Center Fed Configuration) 
  STD. I-104 Air / Vacuum Relief Valve  (on Sub-Surface Tubing) 
  STD. I-105 Flush Valve (on Subsurface Tubing) 
  STD. I-106 Air / Vacuum Relief Valve (on PVC) 
  STD. I-107 Auto Flush Valve (on PVC) 
  STD. I-108 Subsurface Tubing Spacing and Depth 
  STD. I-109 Point to Point Irrigation (with Below Grade Lateral) 
  STD. I-110 Manual Flush Valve Assembly (for Point to Point Drip) 
  STD. I-111 Point to Point Irrigation (with On-Grade Lateral) 
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 Planting Details - Trees 
  STD. P-001 Tree on Level Grade (15 Gal. to 36” Box)   
  STD. P-002 Tree on Slope (15 Gal. to 36” Box) 
  STD. P-003 Multi-Stem Tree on Level Grade (15 Gal. to 36” Box)   
  STD. P-004 Multi-Stem Tree on Slope (15 Gal. to 36” Box) 
  STD. P-005 Tree on Level Grade (48” Box and Greater)   
  STD. P-006 Multi-Stem Tree on Level Grade (48” Box and Greater)   
  STD. P-007 Tree on Level Grade (5 Gal.)   
  STD. P-008 Tree on Slope (5 Gal.) 
  STD. P-009 Native Tree on Level Grade (Non-Irrigated)   
  STD. P-010 Native Tree on Slope (Non-Irrigated)   
  STD. P-011 Palm (up to 15’ BTH)  
  STD. P-012 Palm (over 15’ BTH) 
  STD. P-013 Root Barrier 
  STD. P-014 Tree Planting in Turf (with Mulch Ring) 
 Planting Details – Shrubs and Vines 
  STD. P-015 Shrub on Level Grade 
  STD. P-016 Shrub on Slope 
  STD. P-017 Native Shrub on Level Grade (Non-Irrigated)   
  STD. P-018 Native Shrub on Slope (Non-Irrigated) 
  STD. P-019 Shrub Spacing 
  STD. P-020 Groundcover Planting (Flats or Cuttings) 
  STD. P-021 Vine (on Fence, Wall, or Trellis) 
 Planting Details – Desert Plants 
  STD. P-022 Cactus Planting 
  STD. P-023 Saguaro Planting 
 Planting Details – Construction 
  STD. P-024 Mulch (Transition at Hardscape) 
  STD. P-025 Concrete Header   
  STD. P-026 Decomposed Granite Trail 
  STD. P-027 Trail Fencing (3-Rail – PVC) 
  STD. P-028 Trail Fencing (section) 
 Planting Details – Bioswales (Preliminary) 
  Water Quality Swale  - RCP Inlet 

Water Quality Swale – Overside Drain Inlet 

APPENDIX ‘C’ – Standard Specifications 
• Section 328400 – Irrigation System 
• Section 328400-R – Recycled Water Irrigation System 
• Section 329300 – Landscaping 
• Section 320533 – Landscape Maintenance 

APPENDIX ‘D’ – Forms 
• Agreement for Maintenance of Parkways (ICI) 
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4.2 Title Block Requirements (all sheets) 
 
All landscape plan sheets shall comply with the 24” x 36” “County of Riverside Standard Title 
Block” (shown in Figure 4-2 and available in CAD format online at 
www.rctlma.org/trans/land_dev_landscaping_guidelines.html ) and the following: 
 

a. Minimum 0.12” lettering height 
b. If areas are shown outside ROW, add the following note above the signature block: 

“Approval by the Transportation Department is for work in the road right-of-way 
only”.  (Not applicable if area outside of ROW is to be L&LMD No. 89-1-C 
maintained and an easement is dedicated to the public for this function.) 

c. IP Number 
d. Project Name and Street Name(s) 
e. Tract Number (if applicable) 
f. Space for County File number 
g. Sheet numbering each sheet 
h. For non general plan road projects, omit Transportation Department information  
 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK –  
SEE NEXT PAGE FOR STANDARD TITLEBLOCK 
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Figure 4-2 – Standard Title Block 



RIVERSIDE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

COMPREHENSIVE LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS 
 
As of October 8, 2009 
 
 

 -24-

 
4.3 General Requirements (all sheets) 
 

All landscape plan sheets (hardscape, planting, and irrigation) shall comply with the 
following: 

 
a. Minimum 0.12” lettering height 
b. Street names labeled on each plan sheet 
c. Station numbers shown on street centerlines 
d. Dimensions (centerline to curb, centerline to ROW, ROW to ROW) 
e. Indicate and label R.O.W., sidewalk, curb, easements, street lights, underground 

utility lines and above grade improvements 
f. Indicate contours and/or slope indicator symbols. Label slope gradient if not 2:1.  
g. Indicate bioswales, including all drainage structures, fossil filter, water quality swale 

entrance and outfall points, connections to underground storm drain lines, etc.  Refer 
to water quality swale details in Riverside County Transportation Department 
Improvement Plan Check Policies & Guidelines, available on-line at 
http://rctlma.org/trans/gen_info_pamphlets.html#222   

 
 
4.4 Standard Details 
 

The standard details included in Appendix ‘B’ are required for all projects maintained by 
The County of Riverside Transportation Department L&LMD No. 89-1-C maintenance 
district.  These standards may also be applied to other landscape projects within the 
County including HOA maintained landscape areas, private homeowner maintained 
landscape areas, and individual industrial/commercial maintained landscape areas.   
 
It is the goal of the County to have the various County maintenance districts including 
Valley Wide Park and Recreation District, Jurupa Community Services District, and the 
Economic Development Agency/ County Service Areas also adopt these standards. 
 
The details have an unspecified number (such as “I-XX” or “P-XX”) at the bottom left 
corner of the tile block, in addition to the County standard detail reference number (such 
as STD. I-032).  Consultants shall fill in the ‘X’s to reflect the project specific sequence 
of the details as shown on the consultant’s plans.  (The County standard detail reference 
number should not be altered.) 
 
The details are included in these guidelines for reference and can also be downloaded in 
pdf format from the following web address: 
www.rctlma.org/trans/land_dev_landscaping_guidelines.html  
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4.5 Standard Specifications 
 

The standard specifications included in Appendix ‘C’ are required for all projects 
maintained by The County of Riverside Transportation Department L&LMD No. 89-1-C 
maintenance district.  These standards may also be applied to other landscape projects 
within the County including HOA maintained landscape areas, private homeowner 
maintained landscape areas, and individual industrial/commercial maintained landscape 
areas.   
 
It is the goal of the County to have the various County maintenance districts including 
Valley Wide Park and Recreation District, Jurupa Community Services District, and the 
Economic Development Agency/ County Service Areas also adopt these standards. 
 
The specifications are included in these guidelines for reference and can also be 
downloaded in pdf format from the following web address: 
www.rctlma.org/trans/land_dev_landscaping_guidelines.html  
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SECTION 5  
Landscape Maintenance Responsibility 
 
One of the first steps prior to preparing landscape and irrigation plans is to determine the 
landscape maintenance entity.  Different maintenance entities may differ in irrigation and 
planting requirements, methods, equipment, details and specifications.   
 
5.1 Landscape maintenance entities may include, but are not limited to: 

 Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance District No. 89-1-Consolidated (L&LMD No. 
89-1-C), Phone (951) 955-6748 

 Riverside County Service Areas (CSA’s) which are part of the Riverside Economic 
Development Agency (EDA), Community Services Division, Phone (800) 984-1000 

 Valley-Wide Recreation and Park District (Valleywide), Phone (951) 654-1505 
 Jurupa Community Services District (JCSD), Phone (951) 685-7434 
 Home Owners Associations (HOA) 
 Privately Owned Industrial/ Commercial 
 Private Homeowner 
 See Figure 5-1, Landscape Responsibility Chart; Figure 5-2, Jurupa Community 

Services District Map; Figure 5-3, Riverside Community Services District Map; and 
Figure 5-4, Valley-Wide Community Services Map.  

 
 
 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK –  
SEE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR FIGURES 5-1, 5-2, 5-3 AND 5-4 
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Figure 5-1 – Landscape Responsibility Chart 
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Figure 5-2 – Jurupa Community Services District Map 
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Figure 5-3 – Riverside Community Services District Map 
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Figure 5-4 – Valley Wide Community Services District Map 
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5.2 All landscape plans shall contain the following: 
 

a. Maintenance entity noted as follows “Continued Landscape maintenance provided by 
____________”.  (Type the applicable name in the blank space.) 

 If L&LMD No. 89-1-C contact (951) 955-6748 
 If Industrial/Commercial maintained (street right-of-way parkways only- no medians 

allowed), contact Transportation Dept. Special Assessment District  (951) 955-6748 
 HOA’s are not permitted to provide landscape maintenance for right-of-way areas 

along County-maintained roads. However, the County L&LMD No. 89-1-C does not 
maintain landscaping in road right-of way areas on interior local streets within 
subdivisions, where residential driveways front the street, and including end of block 
side yards with fences or walls but no driveways. In these interior areas HOA 
maintenance may be permitted on a case by case basis if no other public LMD is 
available. 

 Street medians cannot be privately maintained, they are required to be annexed into 
an approved maintenance district 

b. Maintenance District Signature Block (not applicable for L&LMD No. 89-1-C, HOA, 
Individual Industrial Commercial or Private Residential maintenance areas.) 

c. Perpetual maintenance agreement or letter from district accepting maintenance. 
 If private industrial/commercial maintained, the agreement form can be obtained from 

the Transportation Department Special Assessment District (951) 955-6748.. The 
owner/entity signature on these forms must be notarized.  See Exhibit ‘A ‘at the end 
of this section. 

 
5.3 L&LMD No. 89-1-C Requirements 
 
5.3.1 Maintenance Parameters  
 

As approved through election, L&LMD No. 89-1-C typically maintains medians and 
landscape parkways in public street rights-of-way in unincorporated areas of Riverside 
County that do not already fall within a designated maintenance district. Landscape areas 
immediately adjacent to the right-of-way and bordered by a tract reverse-frontage wall 
may be included on a case by case basis, provided that an easement is granted to the 
public for this function. 
 

5.3.2 Components that may be annexed into the L&LMD No. 89-1-C maintenance jurisdiction 
include: 
 
 Planting 
 Irrigation 
 Trails 
 Concrete Headers 
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 PVC Fencing 
 Water Quality Swales 
 Fossil filters 
 Graffiti Abatement 
 Residential Street Lights (if no County Service Area available) 
 Commercial Street Lights 
 Traffic Signals 
 Bridge Lights 
 Landscape Lighting 
 Other components upon approval of the district 

 
5.3.3 Components that may not be annexed into the L&LMD No. 89-1-C maintenance 

jurisdiction include: 
 

 Entry Monuments 
 Walls (retaining or freestanding) 
 Structures  

 
5.3.4 Each of the maintenance items listed above must be included on the cover sheet of the 

landscape plans with the quantities and units (see Section 4.1 of these guidelines).  
 

5.3.5 If a median is required in the future, but is not being constructed as part of the plans, the 
following note must be included on the cover sheet: “Median shall be constructed in the 
future; Landscape Area = _____ S.F.” (Quantity must be entered in blank space). 

 
5.3.6 For projects that qualify to deposit cash in lieu of construction, the following statement 

must be inked on the mylar cover sheet of the street plans before they are signed by 
RCTLMA: “An amount of $_____________ has been deposited into Account #20000-
3130100000-230106 future.  Receipt Number ________ dated _________.” 

 
5.3.7 Differing maintenance responsibility areas shall be separated by concrete headers. 
 
5.3.8 Landscape Plans must include the details and specifications included in these guidelines 

and standards. (See Appendices.) 
 
5.3.9 Annexation Procedures 
 

a. If the project is within L&LMD No. 89-1-C jurisdiction, contact 951-955-6748 for 
processing. 

b. Complete the application form available at 
http://www.tlma.co.riverside.ca.us/trans/documents/lmd_annexation_petition.pdf and 
submit along with a $2,500.00 processing fee, one set of plans and a copy of the final 
map.  
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c. Landscape plans must be submitted to the Transportation Department for plan check 
and approval. 

d. Maintenance quantities must be finalized and plans finalized through the plan check 
process before a proposed area goes to election.  Once a project goes to election, and is 
approved, substantial changes or increased maintenance areas cannot be 
accommodated. Per California elections code, elections must be held on one of the 
following dates: (a) the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each year, (b) 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in June of each even-numbered year, (c) the 
last Tuesday in August of each year. 

e. The annual assessment for each zone is based on the estimated specific benefit to each 
parcel Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) or acre and not on property valuation. 

f. An approved annual assessment is subject to the greater of the annual inflation 
escalator of 2% or the Consumer Price Index for all Urban Consumers (CPI-U) as it 
stands on March of each year over the base index for March in the election year. 

g. Any increases greater than 2% or the CPI-U annual adjustment requires a majority 
approval of all the property owners within the subject zone. 
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SECTION 6  
Recycled Irrigation Water 
  
6.1 Recycled water for irrigation shall be used whenever available.  Applicants shall verify with 

the local water district if recycled water infrastructure is planned for the future. If recycled 
water is planned to service the area, irrigation plans shall be designed for recycled water to 
ease conversion at the time the infrastructure is complete.   

 
6.2 Recycled water irrigation plans shall be reviewed and approved by the applicable water 

district. Recycled water irrigation plans shall include the following: 
a. Water District signature block 
b. Water District standard notes  
c. Originals signed by Water District (or mylar copy of signed plans)  
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SECTION 7  
Eastern Municipal Water District 
 
7.1 Potable and recycled water irrigation plans for projects within the jurisdiction of the 

Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD) shall be reviewed and approved by the 
Eastern Municipal Water District.  Plans shall be designed to EMWD standards.  EMWD 
standards and guidelines are available on their website 
http://www.emwd.org/do_biz/recycled_water/Onsite-recyledwater-irrigationplan-
guidelines.pdf   Plans shall include the following: 

 
a. EMWD standard notes (recycled and/or potable) 
b. EMWD signature block (recycled and/or potable) or documentation showing 

approval by EMWD 
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SECTION 8  
Coachella Valley Water District 
 
8.1 Potable and recycled water irrigation plans for projects within the jurisdiction of the 

Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) shall be reviewed and approved by the 
Coachella Valley Water District. Plans shall be designed to CVWD standards and shall 
include the following: 

 
c. CVWD signature block (both recycled or potable) 
d. CVWD standard notes (both recycled or potable) 
e. Originals signed by CVWD (both recycled or potable) 
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SECTION 9  
Departmental Submittal Procedures 
 
9.1 Transportation Department:  
 
9.1.1 Reviews project plans for areas within the public R.O.W. for compliance with County 

Ordinances, Conditions of Approval attached to Tentative Maps, Transportation 
Department Policies, etc. 

 
9.1.2 If L&LMD No. 89-1-C, areas outside of R.O.W. but contiguous to R.O.W. and extending 

to perimeter walls or other approved edge conditions might be accepted for inclusion in 
L&LMD No. 89-1-C maintenance on a ‘per case’ basis. 

 
9.2 Planning Department 

 
9.2.1 Issues Plot Plan numbers and reviews landscape architectural plans for compliance with 

County Ordinances and preliminary planning documents such as Specific Plans, 
Tentative Maps, etc. 

 
9.3 Building and Safety Department 
 
9.3.1 Reviews project landscape architectural plans for compliance with erosion control and 

structural review aspects of County Ordinances. Types of plans reviewed by Building & 
Safety Department include: 

 
a. Overall Site Erosion Control Landscape Plans  
b. Landscape Plans for slopes over 3’ in height 
c. Wall and Fencing Plans  
d. Monument Plans 

 
9.4 Fire Department 
 
9.4.1 Reviews project Fuel Modification Plans for compliance with County Defensible Space 

Guidelines and other aspects of fire prevention. 
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SECTION 10  
Ornamental Landscape Bond Policy 
 
10.1 The specific landscaping that is expected to be secured by the Ornamental Landscaping 

Policy is as follows: 
 

 Front yard lawn, shrubs and trees, mulch, irrigation systems 
 Monument walls and associated planting areas 
 Slope planting (slopes over 3’ in vertical height) 
 Bioswales 
 Detention Basins 
 In-tract planting in the R.O.W. for non-front yard areas  

 
10.2 Three categories of landscaping will be recognized by Planning and Building and Safety: 

 
10.2.1 Private Homeowner maintained - includes front yard lawn and shrubs/trees and all slopes 

over 3’ in vertical height that are found on the individual lot 
 
10.2.2 Publicly maintained – (HOA, L&LMD No. 89-1-C, or other landscape maintenance 

entity) includes all other landscaping including common slopes, street rights-of-way, 
monument landscaping and all other landscape types.  

 
10.2.3 Private Industrial / Commercial maintained - includes all landscaping including slopes 

over 3’ in vertical height, monument landscaping and all other landscape types on 
industrial/commercial properties. 

 
10.3 Ornamental and Erosion Control Landscaping (ECL) plans will be incorporated into one 

document and the plans reviewed by the Planning Department.  
  

 Note: This may be difficult because some of these plans may be many months apart. 
Example:  erosion control landscape plans may be prepared during the grading 
permit stage and front yard typical plans may be prepared much later (after the 
architecture is designed and/or as conditioned.) 

 
10.3.1 If any or all of the above will be secured, a cost estimate from the landscape architect of 

record will be required in order to establish the dollar amount of the Ornamental Security.  
A copy of the Planning Department approved landscape plan will be required for record 
and inspection purposes.  
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SECTION 11  
Landscape Inspections 
 
11.1  Planning Department Site Inspection Purpose 
 
11.1.1  To ensure that landscape and irrigation are installed per the approved plans and comply 

with regulations and guidelines, the Planning Department shall perform inspections of 
the landscape.  Inspections shall cover all aspects of landscape and irrigation.  Inspected 
items may include, but are not limited to: 

 
a. Irrigation heads 
b. Root barriers 
c. Arbor guards 
d. Slope installation 
e. Rain sensors 
f. Plant type and location 
g. Spot checks of planting areas for fertilizer packets and soil preparation 
h. Irrigation system test 

 
11.2 Timing / Schedule of Site Inspections 
 
11.2.1 Landscape inspections shall be performed at the following stages of the project: 
 

a. Installation Inspection – Performed upon completion of installation to ensure 
compliance 

b. Six-Month Establishment Inspection – Six months after Installation Inspection, to 
ensure plants are thriving, irrigation components are working and replacement parts 
are per plan. 

c. Post-Establishment Inspection – Twelve months after installation, to ensure plants are 
thriving, irrigation components are working and replacement parts are per plan.  
Includes a water audit, check of all plant material and verification that irrigation 
scheduling is posted in the controller box (not applicable to projects using smart 
controllers). 

d. Annual Maintenance Inspection – May be scheduled at the Planning Director’s 
discretion. 

 
11.3 Landscape Security Deposit 
 
11.3.1 The County of Riverside Planning Department shall request inspection fees in the form of 

a Landscape Security Deposit from the applicant to cover one site visit for each of the 
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following inspections.  If the site does not pass, subsequent site visits may occur and 
additional costs may accrue. 
a. Installation Inspection 
b. 6-Month Establishment Inspection 
c. Post-Establishment Inspection (12 months) 

 
11.4 Arranging Landscape Inspections 

 
The following steps shall be taken to schedule inspections. 

 
11.4.1 Installation Inspections 

a. The applicant shall fax the following information to the Landscape Program:   
o the name of the company/developer and contact information 
o name of the development / project 
o tract number (if applicable) 
o BRS/BNR/BGN numbers 
o lot or building numbers 
o date of installation 

b. For Commercial, industrial, common areas or HOA inspections, the applicant shall 
also fax the proof of Building and Safety bonding. 

c. The applicant may request a particular date for inspection.  Such requests may be 
honored dependent upon availability of staff and scheduling. 

d. County staff shall prepare appropriate documentation package for landscape 
inspection including certificate of completion. 

e. County staff shall verify that Security Deposit condition is met. 
f. County staff shall assign an inspection date and time. 
g. County staff shall call the applicant to verify readiness.  (Applicant shall be charged 

for inspector’s time on site, whether project is ready is not.) 
 

11.4.2 Establishment and Post Establishment Inspections 
a. County staff shall call the applicant approximately one month ahead of time to 

schedule an inspection. 
b. Establishment and Post Establishment inspections are not required for Front Yard 

Typicals or Model Homes. 
 

11.4.3 Desert Office Inspections 
a. Inspection requests shall be faxed to the Riverside office to process the request and 

set up an inspection. 
b. Upon completion of the approved inspection, the Riverside office will clear the 

landscape conditions. 
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11.5 Post Inspection Process 
 
11.5.1 If an inspection finds non-compliance, the Landscape Inspector shall inform the applicant 

and a second inspection may be scheduled. 
 
11.5.2 Upon successful completion of inspection, the County Landscape Inspector and Project 

Foreman sign the Landscaping Certificate of Completion.  (The Project Foreman shall 
retain a copy of the certificate for his records.) 

 
11.5.3 The executed Landscaping Certificate of Completion shall be sent by the Inspector to the 

Landscape Program and the landscape conditions for the project shall be cleared. 
 
11.5.4 Upon successful completion of the Post Establishment Inspection, the Landscape 

Security deposit is released. 




